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Dedicated
To the freedom-loving people, for whom our
Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, led the movement aimed at
achieving an absolutely free Bangladesh
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PRIME MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLDESH

Preface
The greatest Bengali of all time, the Father of the Nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, called for our
independence in his historic 7th March Speech in 1971. In front of
a sea of people in Race Course Maidan (now Suhrawardy
Udyan), Dhaka, he declared in a blazing voice: `The struggle this
time is the struggle for our emancipation; the struggle this time is
the struggle for independence; Joi Bangla!’
I appreciate the initiative undertaken by the Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) Division in publishing
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics, which
includes brief but analytical pieces on this and 26 other sentences
carefully chosen from Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s immortal 7th
March speech.
The 7th March speech must be one of the best speeches
delivered in world history. It is unique and far-sighted and
forged a path entirely designed for the emancipation of Bengalis.
Its subject matter, diction, style of utterance and overall
composition, and the eloquence and the spirited voice with which
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman delivered his speech have
all been considered remarkable. In the history of the struggle for
the emancipation of humankind, it has a special place. The
evolution of a nation, its struggle for self-determination, and
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s vision of a Bengali nation-state are
reflected in every sentence of the speech.
The long-cherished demands of Bengalis were voiced
memorably in the 7th March speech. The narrative of the history
of killings, brutalization and repression of Bengalis by the
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PRIME MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
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Pakistani rulers is reflected in it. Certainly, the aspiration to
create an independent state is the main thrust of the speech.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman instructed the Bengali
nation to combat its enemies and said to them: “Get ready with
whatever you have”. The 7th March speech was thus able to unite
the whole nation against the Pakistani dictatorship. The Bengalee
nation subsequently began preparing for an armed struggle,
inspired by the magnificent speech delivered by the Father of the
Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
The Pakistani military junta went on to carry out a genocide on
unarmed Bengalis in the darkness of the night of March 25, 1971.
The Father of the Nation proclaimed the country’s independence
in the early hours of March 26. Subsequently, the liberation war
began. Ultimately, we triumphed in the war and became
independent on December 16, 1971 after a nine-month armed
struggle and because of the lives sacrificed by our three million
martyrs and at the cost of honor of our two hundred thousand
mothers and sisters. That was how we earned independence by
breaking the shackles imposed on us till then.
According to many international political analysts, the 7th
March speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib is one of the best
political speeches in recorded history. For sure, it inspired the
Bengali nation to join the great liberation war and snatch victory
from the oppressors. The speech has secured a place in the book
titled We Shall Fight on the Beaches: The Speeches that Inspired
History, edited by the historian Jacob F Field that has
anthologized the world’s most inspirational speeches. The
historic speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has
also been included as a world documentary of heritage in the
Memory of the World Register by UNESCO in 2017. Indeed, the
7th March speech of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has
now been translated into numerous languages.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics
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PRIME MINISTER
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLDESH

In the heroic struggle of Bengalis and our liberation war, the
directives included in the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib’s speech were key in cementing Bengali national
unity at that time. The historic speech was the source of the
immense strength shown during the liberation war of
Bangladeshis. Certainly, its appeal is timeless. The speech
continues to inspire the young as well as the old everywhere.
Every sentence of the speech reveals the political wisdom of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib. In it, he gave specific guidelines for
achieving independence. The people of the country had long
been struggling to establish democracy and follow the ideals of
non-communal politics. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib was able to
tie the political situation of that time with the aspirations of the
Bengali nation into a single string through his unique delivery
and political wisdom.
I sincerely thank all the famous writers and intellectuals of the
country who have contributed to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th
March Speech: Epic of Politics. The measure taken to create a digital
version of the book is especially commendable. I hope the e-book
and its mobile application format will contribute to readers’
realization of the significance and continuing relevance of the 7th
March speech and highlight the spirit of the liberation war for
future generations and the current one. I thank all those involved
in the publication of the book.
Date: 21 Agrahayan 1428
06 December 2021
Sheikh Hasina
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In Memoriam
Regretfully some of the noted writers who contributed to
this book have passed away recently.
Renowned
Intellectuals including Emeritus Professor of Dhaka
University Anisuzzaman, Professor of Department of Physics
of Dhaka University Ajoy Roy, Former National Professor
Mustatafa Nurul Islam, Professor Hasan Azizul Haque and
Mahbubul Huq Shakil have all left us. We mourn their passing
away and wish them eternal peace.
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The 7th March speech united the whole
nation against the colonial rule of Pakistan
during the final stage of the Liberation War.
The Bengali nation now started taking
preparation for an armed war, inspired by the
magnetic speech of the Father of the Nation.
- Sheikh Hasina
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Ò Today the people of Bangladesh want

emancipation, the people of Bangladesh
wish to live, the people of Bangladesh
want theÓ

Mustafa Nurul Islam

Time and space

have held within themselves the
kind of magic that never loses its appeal, that never let's go of
its sharpness. But in the face of the pressures of reality, those
we face every livelong day, we remain engaged in meeting the
demands we confront before us. And yet the everlasting truth
is that all those ideas which inspire people do not bite the
dust. Indeed, they thrive in the lives of men and women, who
in the course of their humble lives find inspiration from them.
And then comes the occasion when the call of destiny arrives.
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It is then that we become aware of history, carefully observe
our present, and then move on to our thoughts of the future.
In Bangladesh's history, March 7 remains a significant bend in
the river flowing towards Bangladesh it was at that bend that
we spotted freedom, indeed came by it. March 7 brought in its
wake the rights people were heir to and their emancipation
and independence, and reflected for us the desire for a
government we could call our own. As the world moved
toward the end of the 20th century, it was a spot of territory
called Bangladesh which went to war for its freedom. It was on
this day in 1971 that the great leader Sheikh Mujib gave out the
clarion call, 'Today the people of Bangladesh want
emancipation, the people of Bangladesh wish to live, the
people of Bangladesh want their rights . . . The struggle this
time is the struggle for our emancipation, the struggle this time
is the struggle for independence.'
The great leader spoke for all of us when he informed the
world that this land is Bangladesh. It was therefore for us to
sketch the political and geographical parameters of our
country. However, it was not the land of history and legend we
have known, from west to east, from north to south --- land
that once was known in the Maurya records as 'Bangal', in the
Mughal era as 'Subeh Bangal', in British times as the Bengal
Presidency, and in the final years, the times of Pakistan, as East
Bengal/Purbo Bangla/East Pakistan/Purbo Pakistan. And yet
the truth is that when the call for the emancipation and
freedom of seventy million people came, we were made aware
that the homeland we inhabited was Bangladesh.
Secondly, a number of references are made in the March 7
speech to Bengalis and the matter of the rights they ought to
enjoy. The question came forth as to who can be identified as a
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics
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Bengali. The spontaneous
answer: everyone who is a
citizen of Bangladesh is a
Bengali. There is also the
need to remember that the
emergence of the Bengali
race was not a sudden
happenstance. Ours is a
legacy that goes back to
ancient times, flowing all
the way down to blood
relationships and to the
making
of
heritage.
Everyone of indigenous hue
and of foreign descent,
everyone who settled in this
territory is our ancestor.
Thirdly, there is the matter
of Bengali culture, and of
Bengali
cultural
emancipation. Obviously, it
is culture which dates back
to a distant past, one that
the Pakistanis did so much
to obliterate. It was their
conspiracy to associate their
thoughts with the Islamic
Ummah and aim at the
creation of a spurious
cultural tradition through
putting the Bengali heritage
to flight. The conspiracy
came to naught when

it becomes clear how
he gave the nation a
sense of direction
about the future
through it. He has
his goals marked out
and is sharing them
with his nation. The
speech is an epic
address and through
it an entirety of
aspirations nurtured
by the Bengali
nation finds
expression. That
determination is all,
and is articulated so
powerfully by
Bangabandhu: 'You
cannot suppress
seventy million
people.'
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Bengalis rose up to defend their heritage and strove to
recognize the need to preserve their national dignity.
Fourthly, on March 7 was articulated the demand for Bengali
political freedom. One hardly needs to recall that it was
freedom which needed to be wrested from Pakistani
colonialism. At fifth place in the seminal address came the
question of economic emancipation, for in twenty-four years it
was the capitalist class of Pakistan --- traders, businessmen,
industrialists --- who reduced Bangladesh into a colony of
Pakistan. This land had been turned into a market for
Pakistani colonial interests.
By degrees, though, we became aware of our rights, and by
the 1960s ideas of emancipation were in the air. Concreteness
came in the shape of the Six Points.
If we analyse Bangabandhu's historic 7th March speech, it
becomes clear how he gave the nation a sense of direction
about the future through it. He has his goals marked out and
is sharing them with his nation. The speech is an epic address
and through it an entirety of aspirations nurtured by the
Bengali nation finds expression. That determination is all, and
is articulated so powerfully by Bangabandhu: 'You cannot
suppress seventy million people.'
Writer: Dr. Mustafa Nurul Islam
Former National Professor of Bangladesh
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Ò The people of this country will
attain their economic, political
and cultural emancipationÓ

Atiur Rahman

March 7, 1971.

Assembled at the Ramna Race
Course are tens of thousands of people, of all classes and
professions and persuasions. They have gathered here, hope
arising in their hearts of emancipation and waiting for their
dear leader to give them a sense of direction, a sense of the
future. The sole spirit behind the rally is 'Independent
Bangladesh'. And Bangabandhu, of course, gives adequate
expression to this spirit in his defining speech. Within the
ambit of this 19-minute peroration are encompassed the
desires of the Bengali nation for freedom in the political,
economic and social sense. In the past 49 years, the speech
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics
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has been heard by the Bengali nation countless times. The
speech has consistently served as an inspiration for the
nation in terms of its struggle for a just and democratic
order. This article is an attempt to analyse the significance of
the speech in its various dimensions.
Bangabandhu and Bangladesh are integral to each other, for
without the one the other is rendered pointless. In the long
and concerted struggle of Bengalis for freedom,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman has always led the
freedom movement and, indeed, has always been its symbol.
The speech reflects Bangabandhu's stress on the need for a
democratic order, as also the objective of building a society
free of the exploitation the nation had been subjected to in
preceding years by colonial and neo-colonial rulers. It is a
spirit which he instilled in the hearts of every Bengali, which
is why he is revered as the architect of freedom and as the
Father of the Nation. From every perspective he is
Bangladesh, in symbolic form, in personification and in
reality. His dream has always been one of establishing a
Golden Bengal where hunger and poverty would not exist, a
goal for which he sacrificed his life.
History is proof that beginning with the establishment of
Pakistan in 1947 and through the years leading up to the
struggle for a sovereign Bangladesh, Bangabandhu was
associated with every political movement geared to the
amelioration of the conditions in which his people lived and
suffered. People, therefore, remain at the center of his
political journey. The exploitation of East Pakistan by the
entrenched classes of West Pakistan commenced from day
one and this was a significant reason for Bangabandhu to
plunge into his struggle to lead Bengalis out of the dark into
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light.
The
story
of
exploitation gathered pace
day by day and despite
East Pakistan being home
to
the
majority
of
Pakistan's population, the
focus of development was
always on the minority
western region of the
country. Almost the entire
budgetary allocation was
formulated
for
West
Pakistan. More than 80 per
cent of foreign aid went
into development work in
the west, while the east
remained in a woeful state
of neglect. About 75 per
cent of the revenue budget
went to West Pakistan,
even though Bengalis
provided more than 60 per
cent of the domestic
resources. The prices of
such essential items as rice,
wheat and oil were twice
as much in East Pakistan,
compared to the price in
West Pakistan. In the civil
and armed service, almost
90 per cent of jobs were
held by West Pakistanis,
which in effect was putting

Bangabandhu
pioneered the
struggle for national
liberty. His whole
life and philosophy
embodied the spirit
of liberty. It was
through his political
convictions that the
Bengali nation was
able to liberate itself
in the economic,
social, political and
cultural senses of
the meaning.
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in place the machinery of exploitation of East Pakistan. And
that was not all. The entrenched political classes of West
Pakistan did not even desist from launching an assault on
the Bengali language.
It was against this background of deprivation of Bengali
rights that in the 1960s Bangabandhu boldly went forth with
the announcement of the Six Points programme of political
action, which amounted to charter of freedom for his people.
In addition to the demands for a parliamentary government
at the centre with enough autonomy for the provinces, the
Six Points also included the right of the provincial
governments to have full control over the revenue they
mobilized and use of the foreign exchanges they earned. Of
course, the announcement of the Six Points led to a severe
reaction from the undemocratic West Pakistani political
classes and a renewed spate of repression was inflicted upon
Bangabandhu. He was subjected to repression that militated
against all norms of democratic politics and compelled to
spend years in prison. Indeed, rare was the opportunity
when Bangabandhu was able to taste the air of freedom in
Pakistan. The Six Points were an excuse for the civil-military
establishment in Pakistan to clamp a conspiracy case on
Bangabandhu. And yet, faced with death on the gallows, he
never deviated from his broad objective of bringing about
the emancipation of his people. His uncompromising stand
added substance to the struggle and advanced the
movement for democracy and freedom. In the end, the result
was a triumph for the Bengali nation. At the general
elections of December 1970, people gave him a clear
mandate when they voted his party into a majority in the
projected national assembly.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics

32

That should have been the end of all conspiracies, but as
subsequent developments were to show, a new conspiracy
was soon afoot to prevent Bangabandhu from putting his
political objectives on into implementation mode. The
Bengali nation, under his leadership, was unwilling to take
the challenge lying down. Resistance built up through the
non-violent non-cooperation movement launched by
Bangabandhu, who chose to make his political plans clear in
his March 7 address before a million-strong crowd at
Dhaka's Race Course. It was a speech that was a clear
pointer to the road ahead. There was no ambiguity in
Bangabandhu's expressions. The crowd, armed with little
more than bamboo staves, was ready to do anything and
everything at a mere word from their leader. On March 7,
1971, a whole nation rose in revolt, ready to storm the
citadels of oppression and intrigue.
And yet the fact that Bangabandhu was under relentless
pressure, and that he was expected to lead his people out of
the crisis through a shrewd and wise demonstration of
leadership was always there. The eyes of the nation and, in
fact, of the whole world were on him. In his person, attired
as he was in white kurta and pyjama, topped with a black
waistcoat, the coming struggle was etched broadly and
clearly. The crowd waited expectantly for him to declare
independence. He kept his cool and did not go for unilateral
declaration of independence as he knew the danger of
declaring such a move. Yet, he was not far away from it. In
fact, he outwitted the Pakistani military outfit so
intelligently that he killed both birds at one go. On the one
hand, he didn't give any excuse to the enemy to start the
massacre right away; on the other, he left almost nothing
short of declaring independence. People got his message
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clear and loud. He even gave them a road-map of how to
launch a guerrilla war for freedom. In the manner of a true,
modern leader, he did not disappoint them. The struggle, he
told his people, was one for economic emancipation and
political sovereignty. No ambivalence was there in him as he
outlined his goal --- 'the people of this country will attain
economic, political and cultural freedom.'
Bangabandhu pioneered the struggle for national liberty. His
whole life and philosophy embodied the spirit of liberty. It
was through his political convictions that the Bengali nation
was able to liberate itself in the economic, social, political and
cultural senses of the meaning.
Writer: Dr. Atiur Rahman
Bangabandhu Chair, Dhaka University, and
Former Governor of Bangladesh Bank
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Ò The history of Bengal is the history of
the streets of Bengal being spattered with
the blood of the people of this landÓ

Muntassir Mamoon

The second

paragraph of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's address on March 7 contains the following
enumeration of Bangladesh's history till that point of time:
'The history of Bengal is the history of the streets of
Bengal being spattered with the blood of the people of this
land.'
It is, however, necessary to go into a study of the
moments prior to the delivery of this historic address.
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From the afternoon of 7 March 1971, people all across Dhaka
began to make their way to the Race Course. By 3 pm, the
entire area was full of people eager to hear the leader who
was expected to provide a sense of direction to the nation. An
entire country waited. What would Bangabandhu say? The
white Toyota in which Bangabandhu always travelled
reached the stage on which he would speak.
Bangabandhu mounted the stage. Slogans rent the air as he
slowly went up to the podium. He was attired in a white
kurta and pyjama, topped with a black coat (popularly called
the Mujib coat. There were no formalities sketched out for the
public rally. He took off his thick and heavy spectacles,
putting them on the table before him. And then, looking at
the audience before him, he began speaking in a calm voice:
'My brothers,
I come before you with immense sadness in my heart. You
know everything and understand everything.'
The entire area hushed and listened in rapt attention to
Bangabandhu. It was only Bangabandhu's firm, decisive
voice which filled the entire area with its resonance.
Bangabandhu started off by spelling out the reasons why the
situation had reached that point. The Bengalis had only been
asking for their rights, said he, and nothing else. And it was
for this reason that they were being subjected to repression.
The election had taken place and Bengalis had emerged
triumphant in them. Nonetheless, they had not yet been
given the power mandated for them by the election.
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He went on to say:
'I must say with sadness
today that the history of
the past 23 years has been
a tragic history of Bengal's
repression, a history of the
blood shed by the Bengali
people. The history of 23
years has been the history
of the wails of the
suffering men and women
of Bengal.'
In
the
speech,
the
reference to 23 years was
moot. It occurred twice in
the speech. It was obvious
that before proceeding to
his main arguments on the
emergent situation, he
wished to remind people
of the realities the Bengali
nation had faced in the 23
years of its existence in the
state of Pakistan. His
statement was apt. Indeed
the history of Bengal had
been a history of Bengalis
giving blood in defending
their interests in Pakistan.
It was his reference to the
history of the preceding 23

In the speech, the
reference to 23 years
was moot. It
occurred twice in
the speech. It was
obvious that before
proceeding to his
main arguments on
the emergent
situation, he wished
to remind people of
the realities the
Bengali nation had
faced in the 23 years
of its existence in
the state of Pakistan.
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years that gradually led to his ringing declaration of the
present struggle being one of emancipation and
independence. It was his wisdom and his understanding of
history, which was at work.
It will be quite in order to list here, before we proceed to
1971, the milestones which were to lead the Bengali nation to
the seminal moment of Bangabandhu's address on March 7:
1.
2.

The Language Movement of 1952
The election and dismissal of the United Front
government in 1954
3. Similar experience in 1956 through the adoption of a new
constitution
4. Changing the name of East Bengal to East Pakistan
5. The imposition of martial law and consequent repression
6. The movement against Hamoodur Rahman Commission
report
7. The defenceless position of Bengalis in the 1965
India-Pakistan war
8. The Six-Point movement of 1966
9. The banning of Rabindranath Tagore by the regime in
1967
10. Initiation of the Agartala Case in 1968 and
Bangabandhu's arrest
11. The mass Upsurge of 1969
It is from this perspective that the streets of Bengal had seen
blood flow in the stream of time --- 1952, 1962, 1966, 1968 and
1969. In all these years, a huge number of political leaders
and workers had been subjected to systematic repression.
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The height of West Pakistani arrogance was reached when,
even after the Bengalis voted to give Bangabandhu a majority
at the election, power was not transferred to him. Indeed, it
was a replay of the conditions persisting between 1954 and
1956.
It was in light of such glaring historical realities that on
March 7 Bangabandhu was able to declare:
'You cannot suppress us any longer.'
Writer: Dr. Muntassir Mamoon
Bangabandhu Chair, Chittagong University
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Ò We gave blood in 1952; in 1954,
despite winning the election
we were not able to take powerÓ

Abdul Mannan

Considered

from any perspective, the oration by
Bangabandhu at the Ramna Race Course (today's Suhrawardy
Udyan) on March 7, 1971 is as significant as any other seminal
speech delivered through the various phases of global history
in the 20th century. Indeed, it has a uniqueness all its own. In
a speech lasting approximately 19 minutes, the speech
encompasses a country's history, the aspirations of its people
and their sacrifices, and the repression that had systematically
been inflicted on them in the years they had been part of
Pakistan. It is a speech through which the nation was given a
sense of direction by Bangabandhu. And Bangabandhu is a
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politician who evolved into a major political figure through
his endless struggle at the grassroots, rising progressively to
national prominence as he did so.
Before the partition of India, he was a student leader who
under the leadership of Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy, Abul
Hashim and others took part in street protests against British
colonial rule. It was owing to his life-long struggle in defence
of people's causes that he was able to recount on March 7 the
long history of the deprivation of the Bengali nation. He was
also able to articulate the outlines of the future that was theirs,
a future that would have them establish themselves as masters
of their own destiny.
In the initial stages of his address, Bangabandhu states
emphatically: 'The history of 23 years is the history of the
sufferings of the men and women of this land. The history of
Bengal is the history of the people of Bengal seeing their streets
flow with their blood. We gave blood in 1952; in 1954, despite
winning the election we were not able to take power.' It is in
these few sentences that Bangladesh's 23-year history as part
of Pakistan is encapsulated by Bangabandhu's oratory, the
objective being to chart their future course of action. The
position is in sharp contrast to 1946, where elections gave the
Muslim League a majority in undivided Bengal, thus enabling
the party to add weight to its argument in favour of the
establishment of Pakistan. It was the hope of the Bengalis that
with the establishment of Pakistan they would be in a position
to reshape their destiny in line with their aspirations.
And yet the initial blow which came their way was when
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, Pakistan's founder, made it clear
during a visit to Dhaka in March 1948 that Urdu would be the
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state language of the new
country. The irony is that
only six per cent of
Pakistan's
population
spoke Urdu. Most of these
Urdu-speaking
people
having migrated from
different regions of India
and moved to Pakistan.
Jinnah spoke of his
position on Urdu twice
during his stay in Dhaka.
Each
time
his
pronouncements were met
with protests by the
students
of
Dhaka
University. What was
made obvious to the
Bengalis as a result of
Jinnah's visit was the way
things were going.
Subsequently, Liaquat Ali
Khan
and
Khwaja
Nazimuddin, successively
Pakistan's prime ministers,
visited Dhaka and echoed
Jinnah's sentiments on the
language question. The
consequence was that
though the movement for
Bangla to be the language
of the state commenced in

Barely two months
after it was sworn
in, the United Front
ministry was
dismissed under
Section 92-a. Large
scale arrests of
Bengali political
leaders followed in
the wake of the
dismissal of the
government.
All these
happenings were
glaring instances of
the machinations of
the West
Pakistan-based
political elite
against the Bengalis.
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1948, it was in 1952 that it took a decisive stage with the
shooting of young students and others on 21 February. At the
time, Bangabandhu was a political prisoner but nevertheless
involved with the State Language Action Committee despite
his confinement. The political situation in this part of the
world began to undergo rapid change following the tragic
happenings of February 1952. On 4 December 1953, the United
Front was constituted to contest the provincial elections
scheduled for March 1954. At the election, the ruling Muslim
League was resoundingly defeated by the United Front (Jukto
Front), which campaigned on the basis of its 21-point
programme. The programme was a charter advocating the
emancipation of the people of East Bengal.
It is notable that among those who came to East Bengal to
campaign for the 21-point programme were Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan (also known as the “Frontier Gandhi”),
Nawabzada
Nasrullah
Khan,
Ghulam
Mohammad
Lundkhwar, Mahmudul Haq Usmani, Mian Iftikharuddin and
others. On the other hand, those who made their way to Dhaka
to campaign for the ruling Muslim League were Jinnah's sister
Fatima Jinnah, Mian Mumtaz Daultana, I.I. Chundrigar,
Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar and others. The elections were held
between 8 and 12 March 1954. The Jukto Front leadership of
Huq-Bhashani-Suhrawardy travelled the length and breadth
of East Bengal disseminating the message of the 21-point
programme. With these leading lights were Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Khaleq Nawaz Khan, Shamsul Haq, Oli Ahad,
Tajuddin Ahmad, Mohammad Toaha, Mohiuddin Ahmed and
others. Incidents of Jukto Front rallies coming under attack by
Muslim League goons were common during the campaign.
The elections resulted in a clear victory for the Jukto Front. Of
the 309 seats in the provincial assembly, the Muslim League
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could bag only nine, with the rest going to the Jukto Front.
Chief Minister Nurul Amin lost his seat at the hands of the
young Khaleq Nawaz Khan. On 2 April 1954, Shere Bangla AK
Fazlul Huq took over as the new Chief Minister and formed a
new cabinet comprising of figures from the United Front.
However, the new government soon became a victim of
conspiracies hatched by the central government based in
Karachi. Barely two months after it was sworn in, the United
Front ministry was dismissed under Section 92-a. Large scale
arrests of Bengali political leaders followed in the wake of the
dismissal of the government.
All these happenings were glaring instances of the
machinations of the West Pakistan-based political elite against
the Bengalis. It was truths such as these that Bangabandhu
raised in his address of March 7, 1971.
Writer: Abdul Mannan
Former Chairman, University Grants Commission (UGC)
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Ò The way my mothers have been

left bereft of their children,
the way people have been killed
. . . Come, see, and judge!Ó

Muhammad Zafar Iqbal

We have heard about memorable speeches

delivered all
over the world at various phases of history. In my opinion,
however, the address delivered by Bangabandhu at the Race
Course on 7 March 1971 remains unparalleled in its appeal.
When he spoke on the day, it was an entire country that was
under martial law; President Yahya Khan had only recently put
off the session of the National Assembly, which was a reason
why Bangabandhu called a non-cooperation movement all over
Bangladesh. In simple terms, the country had come to a
standstill and whatever activity was there had to do with the
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directives coming from Bangabandhu. An entire country
waited for a sense of direction, with people looking to the 7
March speech to outline the details of such a sense of direction.
It was essential for Bangabandhu to deliver his address in such
a way that the world would not tar him with the charge of
secessionism. At the same time, he would need to speak in a
way that would be an articulation of the desire for
emancipation and independence on the part of the Bengali
nation. It was not a speech delivered as usual on radio or
television, but words spoken directly before tens of thousands
of people. It would not be a written speech but one delivered in
a spontaneous manner. The energy, the spirit, the love of nation
and of country that underpinned the speech are even today
alive in the national consciousness. The appeal of the speech
has remained as fresh as it was on that day. As long as
Bangladesh lives, the power and inspiration of the speech will
live on.
In order for one to comprehend the import of the speech, one
has to listen to it in Bangabandhu's own voice. One has to feel
the way Bangabandhu spoke and the way the words poured
forth from him. His emotions, anger, grievance and
protestations are what one must identify with. Most
importantly, to feel the spirit of the speech one must go back to
a study of history as it shaped itself in the stormy period that
was March, 1971. The atmosphere created by a repressive
Pakistan army and the terror which defined the times are what
need to be studied and felt by one delving into the significance
of the speech. Anyone who goes through such an inquiry and
understanding will be able to understand within himself the
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essence of Bangladesh and
the contributions made by
Bangabandhu
towards
kindling a new awakening
among his people.
Two lines have been quoted
from Bangabandhu's speech
at the beginning of this
write-up.
Why
Bangabandhu made that
comment can only be
understood if one goes into
a study of what he said
before and after them. In the
middle of his speech,
Bangabandhu voiced his
protest about a remark
made by President Yahya
Khan. While postponing the
session of the National
Assembly, scheduled for 3
March, Yahya Khan had
stated that he had spoken to
Bangabandhu, who had
agreed to take part at a
Round Table Conference
(RTC) the President had
called for on 10th March.
Bangabandhu
refuted
Yahya's contention that he

He thus took upon
his shoulders the
entire responsibility
of leading his nation
and his country to
freedom, a rare
instance of such
action in world
history. Only
Bangabandhu could
have done such a
thing.
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had agreed to participate in the RTC, saying, "Mr. Yahya Khan,
you are the President of Pakistan. Come and see how bullets
have been fired at my poor people, how the mothers of my land
have been left bereft by the murder of their sons, how people
have been killed. Come, see and judge!"
In other words, unless the Pakistan army, which was engaged
in shooting people in that restive March, stopped killing
Bengalis, there was absolutely no question of Bangabandhu
taking part in parleys with Yahya Khan at a Round Table
Conference. A few lines later in the speech, Bangabandhu
firmly demanded to know: "With whom do I sit down for
negotiations? With those who have caused the blood to flow
from the chests of my people?"
Bangabandhu's diction and form of delivery during the speech
is simple and touch the heart. That perhaps is the reason why
he is able to identify with his people so easily. There are a
number of ways in which the killing of people can be described.
But Bangabandhu comes straight to the point, "My mothers
have been left bereft of their sons." It is such simple
expressions, loaded as they are with meaning, that penetrated
the consciousness of the nation at that time.
An important note must be made here regarding the address.
Bangabandhu spoke on 7th March, when the genocide had not
yet been launched. The whole of East Pakistan had risen in
protest and demonstrations were going on all over the country.
At different parts of the country, to compel Bengalis into
putting an end to their protests, the Pakistan army was
shooting down people. It was such killings which found voice
in Bangabandhu's speech. On 7th March, Bangabandhu had no
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way of knowing that the Pakistan army would launch a
genocide on 25th March and that indeed it would become a
dark chapter in world history.
The speech was a clear manifestation of the love and affection
Bangabandhu had for his people and for Bangladesh. He did
not say, "Our mothers have been left bereft of their sons" but
"my mothers have been left bereft of their sons." Every
distressed, suffering mother in this country was for him his
own mother. His speech is proof that Bangladesh and
Bangabandhu complement each other. The punch line in the
speech comes at the very end of the address, when he speaks of
emancipation and freedom. Rather, than saying "Our struggle
is for emancipation", Bangabandhu speaks thus: "My struggle
is for emancipation." He thus took upon his shoulders the
entire responsibility of leading his nation and his country to
freedom, a rare instance of such action in world history. Only
Bangabandhu could have done such a thing.
Writer: Muhammad Zafar Iqbal
Professor (rtd.), Department of Computer Science and Engineering,
Shahjalal University of Science and Technology, Sylhet
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Ò He did not heed my words.
He paid heed to
Mr. Bhutto’s words!Ó
Mohammad Farashuddin

The historic

address of 7 March is essentially a
declaration of independence by the Father of the Nation and
has at different times been reflected upon in various ways.
However, there has been little academic study of the epic
poetry that is indeed the essence of the speech and the
context, as also the long-term effects it has had on history. In
the lines quoted above, it is Bangabandhu's democratic
principles which are reflected in the 19-minute speech he
delivered without notes on 7 March 1971. At the same time,
the lines amount to a denunciation of General Yahya Khan
over the latter's failure to take democratic norms into account.
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It will be recalled here that the 1970 general elections were
held under a Legal Framework Order (LFO) promulgated by
the regime. There are people who will instill express surprise
that Sheikh Mujib, being a proponent of democracy, agreed to
take part in the elections under an order coming from a
military regime! That it was a three-pronged expression of
politics on his part --- his foresight, his experience as a political
negotiator, and the fact that without ascending to power it
would not be possible for the Bengali nation to realize its
economic and political aspirations --- is not easily understood.
It was President Yahya's dream that he would be an elected
President. He thought, in the style of the old British colonial
rulers, that he would govern through a policy of divide and
rule. It was his belief that Bengalis, who constitutes 56 per cent
of Pakistan's population, would remain divided as a people;
with the half showing loyalty to the West Pakistani ruling
class he would be able to perpetuate his rule. In a 300-seat
National Assembly, the number of seats allocated to East
Pakistan on the basis of population came to 169 seats. The
number of seats for West Pakistan was 131. It was the
calculation of the intelligence agencies that a section of
members elected to the Constituent Assembly from East
Pakistan could be lured into aligning itself with the 131
members from West Pakistan, thus making Yahya Khan's hold
on power secure. He would then be given legitimacy as an
elected President.
Such predictions and calculations were certainly sweet to
Yahya Khan's ears. But Bangabandhu had his own arithmetic
on the situation. He took advantage of Yahya Khan's desire to
be a democrat. Prior to going into the election, Bangabandhu
proposed that the electoral exercise be conducted on the basis
of 'One Man One Vote'. The regime fell for the ploy and
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considered itself fortunate
that it had drawn the
Awami League into taking
part in a generally credible
election. The results of the
election
were
an
unprecedented triumph for
Bangabandhu,
the
undisputed leader of the
Bengali nation and the
voice
articulating
its
aspirations. The Awami
League garnered 167 of the
169 parliamentary seats
earmarked
for
East
Pakistan (the remaining
two going to Mr Nurul
Amin from Nandail and
Raja Tridiv Roy from the
Chittagong Hill Tracts). It
was a clear majority for the
party on a national basis. In
the
elections
to
the
provincial assembly of East
Pakistan,
the
Awami
League secured 288 of a
total of 300 seats.
The election results were
clearly upsetting for Yahya
Khan. The result was that in
the post-election period his
closeness to Zulfikar Ali

Defying Bhutto's
threat that he would
break the leg of any
West Pakistani
member of the
National Assembly
who went to Dhaka,
as many as 35
members from the
West wing arrived
in Dhaka for the
assembly session.
They were ready to
acknowledge Sheikh
Mujib as their
leader.
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Bhutto, in terms of both drinking partner and political
intrigue, became pronounced. What worried them, though,
was that if the first session of the National Assembly was
called in Dhaka, the “second capital” of the country, the
victorious Sheikh Mujibur Rahman would take over as
Pakistan's Prime Minister. Besides, the charter of freedom for
the Bengalis that was the Six-Point programme would also be
adopted by the assembly. It would in the end mean that
Yahya, Bhutto and, indeed, West Pakistan, would come to be
dominated by East Bengal. A redress of all the accumulated
grievances of the Bengali nation of twenty-three years of West
Pakistani exploitation would get underway. In other words,
the sun of freedom would rise for Bangladesh. Therefore, it
was inconceivable that Bhutto and other West Pakistani
leaders would accept such a situation. Moreover, by that time
Bhutto, with his party's 81 seats in the assembly, had come to
realize that many other West Pakistani political leaders,
notably G.M. Syed from Sindh, along with Ayub Khuhro as
well as Ghaus Bux Bizenjo, Ataullah Khan Mengal and Khair
Bux Murree from Baluchistan, Jamiat leader Mufti Mahmood,
National Awami Party leader Khan Abdul Wali Khan, son of
Frontier Gandhi, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, and even some
leaders from the Punjab (the name of Mian Mumtaz Daultana
was bandied about) were secretly preparing to declare their
support for Bangabandhu. That was the reason why, instead
of having the National Assembly meet in Dhaka on 15
February, 1971 as demanded by the country's prospective
Prime Minister Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Yahya
Khan heeded Bhutto's advice that the assembly meet on 3
March. It was Yahya's and Bhutto's calculation that during
this period they would be able to 'manage' those West
Pakistani politicians who might give their support to
Bangabandhu.
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We are all aware of how circumstances developed as the days
went by. The conflict engendered by the Yahya-Bhutto
entente began to go against them. It was the belief of political
analysts that in the assembly Bangabandhu would come by a
two-thirds majority and immediately shift Pakistan's capital
from Islamabad to Dhaka. Besides, the Six Points would be
fully implemented with the assumption of power by the
Awami League. But a new crisis was precipitated by President
Yahya Khan when, a little after noon on 1 March, Yahya Khan
declared a postponement of the assembly session scheduled
for 3 March. Immediately after the announcement, at
Bangabandhu's call a non-cooperation movement got
underway all across Bangladesh. It was one more step toward
Bangladesh's journey to independence.
It will be recalled that during the entire period of the
non-cooperation movement, all administrative and political
activities in East Bengal were conducted on the basis of
Bangabandhu's directives. Defying Bhutto's threat that he
would break the leg of any West Pakistani member of the
National Assembly who went to Dhaka, as many as 35
members from the West wing arrived in Dhaka for the
assembly session. They were ready to acknowledge Sheikh
Mujib as their leader. That Bangladesh would turn into a free
country once the assembly met on 3 March was something
Yahya Khan realized very well and hence the postponement of
the session. Only days later and on 7 March, at Bangabandhu's
call, the people of Bangladesh were to plunge into an arduous
struggle to free Bangladesh from colonial rule.
Writer: Dr Mohammad Farashuddin
Chairman, Board of Trustees, East West University, and
Former Governor of Bangladesh Bank
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Ò If anyone says what is right,

even if we are in the majority,
if that person is the only one,
we will accept his propositionÓ

Nasir Ahmed

It is necessary, before going into an analysis of the

above quote from Bangabandhu's historic 7 March speech, to
go into an observation of the long struggle he put up in
defence of democracy. Bangabandhu, certainly the greatest
Bengali to have emerged in a thousand years, has been
referred to in various ways at different stages of national
history. However, it has to be said that despite all the reviews
of his life and career we have come across so far, there is yet to
be one that can do justice to an understanding of his politics
and historical role. That is because he is a personality beyond
compare. A conscious reader, upon reading his Oshomapto
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Atmojiboni (Unfinished Memoirs), cannot but be amazed at
the broad extent of the life he has traversed. Everyone loves
his mother and his motherland, but to think of the way
Bangabandhu loved his country! Yes, in a life of only 55 years,
he has left a brilliant example of self-sacrifice. Beginning with
his first spell in prison in 1937 and till 1972, he spent altogether
40 per cent of his life in incarceration. The sacrifices he went
through are not only true of this country but are also a rare
instance for the world as a whole. It was when this man of
struggle and sacrifice rose to inform the people of this country
of the exploitation it had been subjected to for 23 years that an
explosion occurred. It was an explosion which left people
convinced that given his rights and proper leadership, the
Bengali could amaze the world with all the good that he could
do. It was a truth Bangabandhu brought to fruition before the
December, 1970 elections. August 1947 to March 1971- almost
23 years- in all this long period, the ruling circles of Pakistan
had been afraid of holding a single election on the basis of”
One Man, One Vote”. Their fear was that in that case it would
be the majority Bengalis of the state who would dominate the
political structure. This explains why, after the deaths of
Pakistan's first governor general Mohammad Ali Jinnah and
its first prime minister Liaquat Ali Khan, the Pakistan army,
directly or indirectly, lorded it over the country all the way till
1971. Even after we had gained independence for Bangladesh
in 1971, Pakistan would remain under military rule for three
decades.
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the undisputed leader
of Bengalis, compelled the ruling circles to call a general
election. When he agreed to participate in the election with
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General Yahya Khan and
his junta presiding over it, a
number
of
powerful
leaders were left mystified.
They wondered if with
elections supervised by the
regime,
Bangabandhu's
Awami League would be
able to win them. It was a
question which troubled
even Moulana Bhashani.
He boycotted the election.
But all these fears turned
out to be wrong. That
Bangabandhu,
despite
being younger than many
other
politicians
was
remarkable for his foresight
has been proved by history.
Bangabandhu spent a large
part of his life struggling
for democratic rule, going
to prison repeatedly for his
endeavours.
Yet
he
remained determined not
to
compromise
over
people's rights. He never
lost his faith in the people.
That was the reason why,
despite Pakistan being

Bangabandhu's
belief in the
rightness of his
cause instilled
courage in him. His
leadership,
patriotism and faith
in people remain
unparalleled.
Perhaps in his
twilight, the poet
Rabindranath
Tagore had
expressed, in his
'The Crisis of
Civilisation', the
expectation that
such an emancipator
as Bangabandhu
would arrive on the
scene.
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under military rule in 1970, he was able to secure the right of
the people to vote on the principle of adult franchise based on
“One Man, One Vote”. Bangabandhu knew that his people
would vote for the `Boat', his election symbol. He loved his
people. It was because of his confidence in his people that he
was able to take them, a people long treated as second class
citizens, to the pinnacle of power. It was again the reason why
Yahya Khan, having called the national assembly into session,
took a step backward and postponed it indefinitely. In
response, Bangabandhu prepared his people for the coming
struggle by calling a non-violent non-cooperation movement.
That ultimate goal was manifested in the 7 March speech.
Bangabandhu made it clear to the nation that a struggle for
independence had become necessary then, and that indeed all
efforts must be expended in freeing the country of colonial rule.
In his extraordinary address, Bangabandhu left no directives
unspoken or undefined. The beginning of the speech was a
historical narrative of the 23 years of exploitation and
deprivation Bengalis had been subjected to by the state of
Pakistan. He also narrated, in a sad tone, the history behind the
formulation of the Six Points. He went on, 'Elections have taken
place. I have met President Yahya Khan. I am not only the
leader of Bengal but also the majority leader of Pakistan and
that is why I requested him to call the assembly to session on 15
February. He did not pay heed to my suggestion. He listened to
Bhutto. He said the assembly would meet in the first week of
March. We said it was fine with us, we would sit in the
assembly. I even said that if there was even a single person
making a right point, despite our being in the majority, we will
accept his suggestion.'
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The depth to which Bangabandhu adhered to democratic
principles comes alive in these words. It was not possible for
anyone other than Bangabandhu to speak thus. He was the
elected leader of the majority party in the election and yet he
was expressing his readiness to take into account the views of
even anyone belonging to the minority community. This was a
mark of his democratic credentials. Even when he became the
Father of the Nation, this sense of democracy defined every
fibre of his being.
Such a personality as Bangabandhu's can only be spotted in
Nelson Mandela. After so much bloodshed already caused in
early 1971, Bangabandhu spent days negotiating with the
Pakistani regime and his detractors. Had there been a peaceful
solution to the crisis, Bangladesh would have attained regional
autonomy and economic emancipation on the basis of the Six
Points. When talks with the Pakistanis collapsed, Bangabandhu
called for a freedom struggle, but even then he was careful not
to be labelled as a secessionist. This was how he became the
guiding spirit of a people struggling for liberation.
Bangabandhu's belief in the rightness of his cause instilled
courage in him. His leadership, patriotism and faith in people
remain unparalleled. Perhaps in his twilight, the poet
Rabindranath Tagore had expressed, in his 'The Crisis of
Civilisation', the expectation that such an emancipator as
Bangabandhu would arrive on the scene. The poet had said
that such a leader would arise in the eastern horizon and would
inspire mankind with fundamental human values. In the essay
'Bangalir Bangla' (1926), it was perhaps also a wish on S. Wajed
Ali's part that such a liberator as Bangabandhu would arise to
imbue his people with dreams. He wrote, 'The Bengali waits for
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that fullness of politics … the Bengali waits in expectation of the
superman who will point out to him the path to such a life of
pride.' The Rebel Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam had written, 'Let
Bengal be of the Bengalis'. Let victory be Bengal's. Long live
Bengalis!'
That such an emancipator and such a heroic figure to deliver
liberty to the Bengalis would be Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was unknown to people at the time. But history does
present such miracles every now and then.
Writer: Nasir Ahmed
Poet and former director (news) of Bangladesh Television
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Ò Come, let's sit together, let's talk
and prepare the constitutionÓ
Amir-ul-Islam

At the beginning of his address on 7 March 1971,

Bangabandhu narrated the history of the twenty three years of
Pakistan in ten sentences. The sentences which followed them
were also a brilliant and detailed analysis which was to form
an important part of our independence-related documents.
Every sentence of the speech calls for deep analysis. In the
course of his speech, Bangabandhu stated: 'Come, let's sit
together, let's talk and prepare the constitution.' Of course, he
knew very well that the autocratic rulers of Pakistan would
not pay heed to his call on the need to frame a constitution for
the country. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto would not permit that to
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happen because if a constitution was framed, it would defend
the interests of the people of East Pakistan.
In his narration of the twenty -three years of Pakistan's history,
Bangabandhu at one point referred to the Bengali charter of
demands, their Magna Carta, in the form of the Six-Point
programme that he had unveiled on 5 February 1966 in Lahore.
The first point in the plan was a reference to the nature of the
state as envisaged in the demand for autonomy. It stated that
the state would be a federation on the basis of the Lahore
Resolution of 1940. The form of government would be
parliamentary. The powers of the legislature would be
sovereign, and it would be elected through an exercise of adult
franchise.
Among the other points in the Six-Point plan were those
related to currency or money, revenue or taxes, foreign trade
and the creation of para-military forces, all of which were
aimed at a curbing of the overweening powers of the central
government. These features of the plan were clearly
demarcated. It was a demand for full regional autonomy for
East Pakistan which Bangabandhu articulated through the Six
Points. The subsequent Mass Upsurge of 1969, and the general
elections of 1970 were a result of the movement for the Six
Points, and later the Eleven Points of the student community.
The elections were a huge triumph for the Awami League,
which obtained a clear majority of seats in the National
Assembly. It was through these elections that the constitutional
rights of Bengalis came to be established. Bangabandhu
emerged as the single and undisputed leader of the Bengali
nation.
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Once the 1970 elections
were over, Bangabandhu
moved
towards
the
formulation
of
a
constitution on the basis of
the Six Points and Eleven
Points. It was at the time a
challenging task indeed. He
gave Dr Kamal Hossain and
me the responsibility of
framing a draft constitution
for the country. In the
formulation of the draft
constitution,
we
were
assisted by the reputed
economists Dr Nurul Islam,
Rehman
Sobhan,
Dr
Mosharraf Hossain and Dr
Anisur Rahman. They came
forth with expert advice on
the issue of two currencies
operating in one country
and how that would
complement
the
international trade of the
country and the degree to
which foreign aid could
impact the country along
with preventing a transfer
of revenue from one part of

The government
which operated in
Bangladesh between 1
and 25 March 1971
was not only a de
facto government led
by Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman but was also
one he was legally
entitled to head given
his victory at the
elections. In effect, it
was Yahya Khan's
government which
lacked legal validity.
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the country to another. However, in the matter of an
application of phraseology and political terms related to such
aspects of the constitution, we were assisted most by
Bangabandhu and Tajuddin Ahmad.
It was thus that the preparation of the draft constitution was
made a whole lot easier for us. Besides, at the Round Table
Conference called by Ayub Khan in 1969, we had made it clear
that without Sheikh Mujibur Rahman it would not be possible
for Pakistan to overcome its constitutional crisis. Ayub Khan's
response was to go for a detailed analysis of which of the Six
Points could be included in the form of amendments to the
constitution he had introduced in 1962 and under which the
country was being governed. On Bangabandhu's instructions,
Dr Kamal Hossain and I prepared the amendments that could
go into the constitution. At that point, the East Pakistan
Muslim League leaders Abdus Sabur Khan, Wahiduzzaman
and others began to protest, saying they were not bound to
agree to any amendments to the constitution. It was soon after
that Yahya Khan seized power after removing Ayub Khan. On
assuming power, Yahya Khan promulgated a Legal
Framework Order (LFO) and accepted the demand for
elections to be held on the basis of 'One Man One Vote.' It was
Yahya Khan's belief that when elections were held, the
Muslim League and the Jamaat-e-Islami would together
obtain a majority. The results of the election, however, turned
out to be completely the opposite.
Immediately after the Awami League's victory in the elections,
Bangabandhu took the initiative of framing a constitution for
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the country. His goal was to have the constitution passed and
adopted in the first session of the National Assembly. The
session of the National Assembly was set for 3 March 1971.
Under Bangabandhu's leadership, the Awami League was
ready to present its draft constitution at the assembly session.
He called a meeting of the Awami League parliamentary
party. On 1 March, a meeting of the party's central executive
committee took place at its headquarters in Purana Paltan,
while a meeting of the parliamentary party took place at Hotel
Purbani. At the meeting in Hotel Purbani, many individuals
from West Pakistan, including Sarfaraz Khan, were present.
Even as the draft constitution was being passed at the meeting
of the parliamentary party, Yahya Khan's statement
postponing the session of the assembly scheduled for 3 March
came through on the radio. As a result, a couple of decisions
were immediately made at the meeting of the parliamentary
party: first, Yahaya Khan's postponement of the assembly
session was condemned at the meeting and, second, all
powers were given to Bangabandhu unanimously by the
elected members of the National and Provincial Assemblies to
decide any course of action he deemed necessary in the
emergent circumstances.
The government which operated in Bangladesh between 1 and
25 March 1971 was not only a de facto government led by
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman but was also one he
was legally entitled to head given his victory at the elections.
In effect, it was Yahya Khan's government which lacked legal
validity. Had the assembly met on 3 March, all actions of the
Yahya Khan regime would have been given legal cover. But
his decision for an indefinite postponement of the assembly
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session deprived him of that opportunity. Despite all such
problems, though, armed with a prepared constitution,
Bangabandhu on 7 March was liberal enough to leave the
door open for negotiations with his political adversaries. He
was ready to discuss the nature of a future constitution with
them. It is here that his accommodative spirit manifested
itself.
Writer: Barrister Amir-ul Islam
A reputed lawyer and an architect of the constitution
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Ò He said,

if the members from West Pakistan
come here, he assembly will turn
into a slaughter houseÓ

Syed Badrul Ahsan

The speech

delivered by the Father of the Nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, at the Race Course on
7 March 1971 has certainly enriched the history of the world's
politics. It was a path to the future for a nation which had
suffered through the racial discrimination of the West
Pakistanis. It was through this speech that Bangabandhu held
forth before the world a part of history that had lain unknown
to the country and to the outside world. That the spirit of
Bengali nationalism had found a voice in him and was ready
to express itself was to be evidenced by the presence of tens of
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thousands of people on the day he delivered his address at the
Race Course. In the speech, it was a road map to an
independent future for the country that was laid out by
Bangabandhu. The struggle for the ideals of democracy and
secular politics the people of this country had been engaged in
was clearly articulated in the speech, indeed given a clearer
form by Bangabandhu on the day. His speech and the contents
of it, was what the nation expected. And Bangabandhu
delivered.
Apart from condemning the various moves by Yahya Khan to
keep Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in good humour, and coming down
hard on the blueprint the two men had prepared to deprive the
Bengali nation of its political and constitutional rights,
Bangabandhu laid out a clear formula for the nation to proceed
to an independent status for itself. It was a speech which had
clarity and was expressive of the political realities of the time.
Why the Bengalis needed to go for self-expression was a point
he explained in great detail in the speech. Bangabandhu went to
great lengths to refute Bhutto's provocative contention that
members of the National Assembly from West Pakistan would
be in a hostage-like situation in Dhaka. At the same time, he
enumerated the various ways in which the ruling circles in
Rawalpindi were plotting to deprive Bengalis of the right to
assume political power in the country.
Bhutto's statements were nothing but a rejection of the political
principle of power being transferred to the majority party. It
was feudalism at work and a blatant expression of the old
discriminatory attitude towards Bengalis. Bhutto's remarks
were aimed at creating fear among the members from West
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics:

68

Pakistan in order for them to
stay
away
from
the
assembly session in Dhaka.
The aim of the remarks was
to project Bengalis as a
nation out to engage in strife
and confrontation. It was
given out that the Bengalis
were prepared to physically
assault
the
National
Assembly members from
West Pakistan. Bhutto made
it clear, in his crude way,
that the lives of West
Pakistani members of the
assembly would be in
mortal danger were they to
travel to Dhaka for the
assembly session.
In
his
address,
Bangabandhu dwelt in
detail on the pernicious
nature of Bhutto's remarks
and made it known to the
entire world that a deep
conspiracy was afoot to
create a political crisis in the
country. Bhutto's statement,
he noted, was part of the
conspiracy.

Bhutto made it clear,
in his crude way,
that the lives of West
Pakistani members
of the assembly
would be in mortal
danger were they to
travel to Dhaka for
the assembly
session.
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The experienced and astute political leader that Bangabandhu
was, it was not hard for him to understand what was going on.
In the first place, Bhutto and the Yahya Khan junta were
engaged in a nefarious conspiracy to prevent the Awami
League from going to power despite the fact that the party had
won a clear majority at the elections. In the second place, the
military-civilian bureaucracy in Rawalpindi would not let him
and his party implement the Six-Point plan and lead Pakistan
on to the road of democracy. In the third place, Bangabandhu
knew that Bhutto's contention that there would be a bloodbath
in Dhaka if the assembly were to meet there was a
manifestation of the refusal of the vested interests of West
Pakistan to allow the country to adopt democracy for itself.
'Bengalis are not to be believed. Power cannot go into their
hands, for they are blood suckers.' Remarks of this kind were a
clear hint of the psychology of West Pakistanis as they worked
away to keep the people of East Pakistan from ascending to
power, thereby perpetuating the exploitation and
discrimination that had been the practice for years.
Bangabandhu found no difficulty in responding to these
intrigues. A simple sentence in his address on 7 March was
enough to convince people of the conspiracy that had been
underway.
Bangabandhu had never believed that the conspirators in West
Pakistan were ready to see him in power. It was not hard for
him to suspect their motives, which is why every word in his
7th March speech was well thought-out and had been
meticulously placed and delivered with all his political
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wisdom. It was a speech that was reflective of Bangabandhu's
acumen as an experienced political leader.
The statement that blood would flow in Dhaka if the National
Assembly met in Dhaka was fundamentally an outline of a
conspiracy against Bangabandhu and his people. That was the
reason why he needed to outline a path to the future for his
people. It was through sketching such an outline that he ended
his speech on the day. The dream of a sovereign Bangladesh
began to take roots through this seminal address.
Writer: Syed Badrul Ahsan
Journalist and Political Commentator
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Ò The blame was laid at the door
of the Bengali people.
The blame was pinned on meÓ
Abu Sayeed Khan

The statement above occurs in the 7th March speech of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Eighteen days before
the launch of the movement for freedom, and the unleashing of
the genocide by the Pakistan army on 25th March, he served
warning on the Pakistani military junta against indulging in any
conspiracy, and at the same time, let the Bengali nation know
that it needed to be prepared to take part in the coming struggle
for freedom. The speech was also a brief outline of the political
situation prevailing at the time. It was a reflection of Bengali
grievances as a crisis engulfed the country. The lines quoted at
the beginning were an articulation of such grievances.
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The Pakistan National Assembly had been scheduled to meet in
Dhaka on 3 March, but on 1 March the session was suddenly
postponed. In this regard, Bangabandhu stated clearly, 'Mr.
Yahya Khan had called the assembly into session. I said I would
go. Mr. Bhutto said he would not go. Thirty-five members of the
assembly from West Pakistan arrived here. And then suddenly
the assembly session was put off. The blame was laid at the door
of my people. The blame was pinned on me.'
It was known, though, that it was the intrigue resorted to by
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto that had been responsible for the making of
the crisis, for Bhutto had said that 'if the members of the
assembly from West Pakistan travelled to Dhaka, the assembly
would turn into a slaughter house.' Bhutto warned the West
Pakistani members to stay away from the assembly. He
threatened to torch an entire region all the way from Peshawar
to Karachi if his demand was not heeded. But the position of the
Awami League, the majority party, on the situation was without
ambiguity.
We can hear even today echoes of Bangabandhu's 7 March
speech: 'I said we will discuss matters within the assembly. I
even said that despite our majority, if a member, even if he is the
only one, makes a point that is just and proper, we will accept it.
Mr. Bhutto came here and held discussions. As he left, he said
the door to negotiations was not being shut and that indeed
talks would go on. After that I spoke to other leaders, telling
them to come and sit and thrash out all issues and frame the
constitution.'
Yet, despite such gestures on Bangabandhu's part, Yahya Khan
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did not desist from blaming
Sheikh Mujib for the crisis. It
was a ruse to hide his own
criminality and instead pin
the blame on the people of
Bengal. But, of course, this
was not the first instance of
a resort to lies by the
establishment.
Neither
would it be the last. It had
always been a sinister
strategy on the part of the
Pakistani ruling classes to
hold Bengalis responsible
for any political crisis, a ruse
that had been deployed
since the creation of the state
of Pakistan. Bengalis had
expected that following the
creation of Pakistan, their
language, which was the
language of the majority,
would be given the status of
the country's state language.

Bangabandhu's sin, in
the eyes of the ruling
classes, was simple:
he had demanded an
end to discrimination
and a guarantee of
dignity and rights for
his people and at the
same time asked that
inequality between
the two wings of
Pakistan be brought to
an end.

But on a visit to Dhaka in
March
1948,
Pakistan's
governor
general
Mohammad Ali Jinnah
emphatically stated that
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Urdu and Urdu alone would be the state language of Pakistan.
It was from then on that a concerted movement was underway
to have Bengali, besides Urdu, recognized as one of the state
languages of Pakistan. But the Pakistani ruling classes did not
show even the minimum respect to this demand. In fact, all
efforts were made to impose the language of a minority on the
majority population of the country. Students protesting
peacefully to demand Bengali as a state language in 1952 were
shot down. Salam, Jabbar, Barkat, Rafiq and many unknown
others laid down their lives. The streets of Dhaka were
crimsoned with their blood. At that time, too, it was the young
demonstrators and Bengalis as a whole who were blamed for
the situation.
The elected United Front government in East Bengal was
dismissed through invoking Section 92-A. In 1958, through the
imposition of martial law on the country, vocal and assertive
political leaders were put behind bars. Students protesting the
regime's education reforms were fired upon in 1962; in 1966,
repression was exercised against people demonstrating for
regional autonomy. In 1968, the Ayub regime initiated a case of
treason against Sheikh Mujib and many other patriotic Bengalis
as a new conspiracy against the Bengalis. The next year, 1969,
when a popular movement against the regime gathered pace,
police shot Asad, Motiur, Zoha, Sergeant Zahurul Haq and
others to death. In none of these instances did Pakistan's ruling
circles express any regret or contrition. It was always the
people of Bengal who were held responsible for every crisis.
There have also been times when such Bengali stalwarts as
Sher-e-Bangla AK Fazlul Huq, Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
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Bhashani and Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy faced the wrath of
Pakistan's ruling classes. They too were victims of political
intrigue. And, of course, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was for the Pakistani ruling circles always an eyesore.
Spending time in prison in the 23-year history of Pakistan was
part of life for him.
Bangabandhu's sin, in the eyes of the ruling classes, was
simple: he had demanded an end to discrimination and a
guarantee of dignity and rights for his people and at the same
time asked that inequality between the two wings of Pakistan
be brought to an end.
The contribution of the people of Bengal to the Pakistani
economy was immense. Foreign exchange was earned through
jute, tea, hides and skin, et cetera, all of which were produced
in East Bengal, and all of which went into the development of
West Pakistan. In every field --- government service, revenues,
et cetera --- Bengalis were always deprived of their legitimate
shares. In 1970, the Awami League's electoral poster, 'Why is
Golden Bengal such a desolate place?', highlighted in graphic
detail the examples of the discrimination Bengalis faced when
contrasted with the people of West Pakistan. The following
facts came through in the poster:
Revenue earnings of Bangladesh and West Pakistan were,
respectively, Rs 1500 crore and Rs 5000 crore; development
expenditure was Rs 3000 crore and Rs 6000 crore; foreign aid 20
per cent and 80 per cent; foreign imports, 25 per cent and 75 per
cent; employment in central government services, 15 per cent
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and 85 per cent; employment in armed forces, 10 per cent and
90 per cent; price of rice per maund, Rs 50 and Rs 25; price of
wheat per maund, Rs 30 and Rs 15; price of gold per bhori, Rs
170 and Rs 135. It was with the aim of putting an end to such
discrimination that the United Front came forth with a 21-Point
political programme in 1954 and the Awami League
announced its Six-Point programme in 1966. In 1969 came the
11-Point charter of demands of the student community,
incorporating demands related to education, democracy and
regional autonomy.
Pakistan's ruling classes could not deny these statistics. Even
then, they did not show any regard to these figures. It was plain
arrogance of power that they demonstrated at every turn.
Every time demands were raised for their rights by Bengalis,
the refrain in West Pakistan was that Pakistan's integrity was
under threat, that Islam was in danger, that Bengalis were the
enemies of Pakistan and Islam. It was against such a
background that the ruling circles in West Pakistan defied the
electoral verdict of the people in the 1970 elections and
proceeded to launch genocidal operations against the unarmed
people of East Bengal. Bengalis gave a fitting reply to such a
crude armed assault nine months later through waging a
concerted War of Liberation, through the sacrifices of 3,000,000
of their compatriots, but also at the cost of the rape of 2,00,000
Bengali women.
Writer: Abu Sayeed Khan
Advisory Editor, Daily Samakal, Editor, Daily Protidiner Sangbad
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Ò Whenever we Bengalis have
tried to ascend to power,
they have pounced on usÓ
Anisul Hoque

The speech

of 7 March was not only a clarion call for
independence based on clarity and logic, but was also a brief
outline of the history of the twenty-three years of exploitation
Bengalis had suffered as part of Pakistan. It was as if through a
single drop of water one could fathom an entire ocean. It is a
matter of amazement how the Father of the Nation,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, could encapsulate the
story of exploitation and repression so succinctly in a few
sentences. He was also a remarkable conversationalist, a great
orator, an unparalleled patriot, ever ready to sacrifice himself
in the service of his people, one whose sole purpose in life was
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the freedom of Bangladesh, the emancipation of the people of
Bengal.
Sometime in mid-1947, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman called some of
his friends to the then Sirajuddoulah Hall in Calcutta and let
them know that while Pakistan was on its way to being formed,
it would not be a manifestation of true independence. 'Perhaps
we will need to wage a new struggle on the soil of Bengal'
(Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib, Mazharul Islam, Agami
Prokashoni, 2002, page 94). 'When did the idea of Bangladesh
first come to you?' To this question from Annada Shankar Roy,
Bangabandhu's response was, 'Back in 1947. At the time I was in
Mr Suhrawardy's party' (Itihasher Mohanayok Bangabandhu,
edited by Nuh ul Alam Lenin, publisher Bangladesh Awami
League). Sheikh Mujibur Rahman arrived in Dhaka from
Calcutta in 1947. It was through demanding Bangla as the state
language that he began his political struggle, joining
processions in support of the demand. He was taken into
custody soon afterwards.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman could never accept the name 'East
Pakistan'. For him, it was always 'East Bengal' and 'Bengal' and,
of course, he finally made his thoughts known by saying, 'This
land will be known as Bangladesh.' Speaking in the Pakistan
Constituent Assembly, he had said, 'Sir, please note that in
place of East Bengal they want to use the name 'East Pakistan'.
We have demanded a number of times that the land be known
as Bengal. The term 'Bengal' has a history; it has a heritage.'
Not for a single day did Bangabandhu accept Pakistan as a state
even though he took part in the movement for Pakistan.
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Speaking to a team from the
United States consulate in
Dhaka in 1970, he stated,
'Bengal is not part of the
Middle East, it is in South
Asia' (The Cruel Birth of
Bangladesh,
Archer
K.
Blood, UPL).
On the other hand, the
Punjabis began to look upon
East Bengal as their colony.
It was their belief that only
Punjabis were qualified to
govern Pakistan. In their
eyes, Bengalis were short,
dark and timid. Yahya Khan
used to refer to Bengalis as
mosquitoes. Never did the
West Pakistani ruling circles
imagine
an
outright
majority won by the Awami
League in the election of
December, 1970. Sheikh
Mujib knew that that was
what would happen and
that he would obtain an
overall majority in the
election.
Once
that
happened,
it was for

Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman could never
accept the name
'East Pakistan'. For
him, it was always
'East Bengal' and
'Bengal' and, of
course, he finally
made his thoughts
known by saying,
'This land will be
known as
Bangladesh.'
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Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, whose party had won the majority in West
Pakistan but was behind the Awami League in numerical
strength, to publicly and brazenly declare: 'Pakistan has always
been ruled by Punjabis and this time too Punjabis must be
given their share of power.' He was not a Punjabi, but he was
speaking in favour of the Punjabis. He spoke in 1970, and his
was also the view of President Yahya Khan. Prior to the
election, Yahya Khan had issued a Legal Framework Order
(LFO). A provision in the LFO related to the framing of a
constitution for the country on the basis of Pakistan's unity and
Islamic values. Beginning his campaign for the election,
Bangabandhu had told a Pakistani journalist, 'My principal
goal is Bangladesh.' Speaking at a policy-making meeting of the
Awami League, he had said, 'Once this election is over I will
tear the LFO apart.' These words were taped and later were
made available to Yahya Khan. In response, Yahya Khan said,
'I will sort him out.'
Pakistanis had never in their wildest dreams imagined that
someday Bengalis would exercise power in Pakistan, that
Dhaka would be the capital, and that aid would go from Dhaka
to West Pakistan. Besides, Pakistan's generals had never
thought that the country's politicians and not they would
govern. These politicians were not only civilians but also
Bengalis. How could they be given power?
In all their thinking and preconceived notions, Pakistanis could
never accept Bengalis as human beings. To them, Bengalis were
not even true Muslims. They had thought they would rule
forever.
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At the Round Table
Conference in Rawalpindi
in 1969, this was how
Sheikh Mujib presented
the
picture
of
discrimination against the
Bengalis:
a. Electricity generation in
West Pakistan was 65 per
cent more than in East
Pakistan
b. In West Pakistan there
were 26,200 beds in
hospitals but only 690 in
East Pakistan
c. Between 1961
48 polytechnic
were set up
Pakistan to 18
Pakistan

and 1966,
institutes
in West
for East

d. As much as 80 per cent
of foreign aid was spent in
West Pakistan
And this was despite the
fact that the population of
East Pakistan was much
more than that of West
Pakistan.

Sometime in
mid-1947, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman
called some of his
friends to the then
Sirajuddoulah Hall
in Calcutta and let
them know that
while Pakistan was
on its way to being
formed, it would not
be a manifestation of
true independence.
'Perhaps we will
need to wage a new
struggle on the soil
of Bengal'
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However, the psychology among Pakistanis was simple: How
could Bengalis even think of going to power? It simply could
not be. Whenever the question of an election came up, West
Pakistan put up resistance to the idea. The 1954 elections in East
Bengal led to a rout of the ruling Muslim League and yet the
United Front ministry formed after the election was dismissed
by the central government within three months. And then in
1958 came Ayub Khan's martial law and dictatorship for ten
years. It was only in February, 1971 that the ruling coterie in
West Pakistan decided that power would not be handed over to
the Bengalis. What followed would be a genocide that would
leave 3,000,000 Bengalis dead at the hands of the Pakistan
army. Bhutto advised Yahya to postpone the session of the
national assembly in Dhaka. 'You will see that Mujib will then
revolt, following which you can re-impose martial law', he told
him. It was his view that if 20,000 Bengalis were killed,
everything would return to normal. Sheikh Mujib, in Bhutto's
assessment, was a bourgeois leader of a bourgeois middle class
and so it would not be possible for Bengalis to launch a
guerrilla war.
Speaking at a public rally in Bagerhat on 9 April 1970,
Bangabandhu declared, 'Not for the prime ministership but for
the emancipation of my people from exploitation and
deprivation is my struggle. Why only the prime minister's
office? Even if all the wealth of the world were laid at my feet, I
would not betray the cause of the deprived masses of Bengal'
(Daily Ittefaq, 10 April 1970).
Bangabandhu knew what he had to do. The Pakistanis also
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knew what they would do. Bangabandhu knew the Pakistanis
would not transfer power to him and that he too would not
take power from them.
It was against such a background that Bangabandhu spelt out
his strategy on 7th March: 'Turn every home into a fortress.
Repel the enemy with whatever you have.' And then came the
historic call for emancipation and independence.
Writer: Anisul Hoque
Fiction writer and Associate Editor, Daily Prothom Alo
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Ò The blood stains have not
yet dried upÓ
Hasan Azizul Haq

They

will never dry up. Even if on the outside the blood
dries up, the question of bloodletting, which Bengalis have felt
inside their hearts drying up, does not arise. That bloodletting
has gone on. For the entire Bengali nation, the only way of
rolling back this flow of revenge was to build up an irresistible
energy through which to energise the Bengali nation.
Those of us who in 1947 desired India’s partition and even
opted for a division of Bengal are even today paying the price
for our blunder. This nation has not forgotten how, after
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partition, those West Pakistanis swooped on our art, literature,
culture and language with the nefarious aim of undermining
them. It was not hard for us to understand at the time that West
Pakistan was beginning to treat Bangladesh as a new colony. It
was back in 1948 that we knew that going for religion-based
politics, indeed, the so-called “two-nation” theory had been a
huge mistake. The Hindus and Muslims of Bengal had for
centuries led fraternal lives. In what was to become a
nightmare, we had convinced ourselves that the people of East
and West Pakistan would live together as brothers. But we were
wrong, for we paid the price for our mistake as early as 1948. It
was such a price which persuaded us into believing how
tenuous our links were.
West Pakistani hostility was beginning to pose a grave threat to
our art, literature and culture. But here in Bengal, we lost no
time in seeing through the machinations of the rulers. The
attack on our language was repulsed even in 1948, though we
had to even shed our blood for it. At the other end, it was the
blood of our indigenous Santal brothers in Nachol that
rendered crimson the blood of this land. Thenceforth, the
bloodletting in this country went on. It was after the rebellion in
Nachol that we were compelled to launch our struggle for our
language in 1952. Again, a number of our compatriots laid
down their lives in the Language Movement. Yet it is the truth
that it was on the basis of that sacrifice that we would construct
the arch of our victory in the future.
We did not let the sacrifices of 1952 go in vain. Despite the
hostility of the Pakistani ruling classes, we did not retreat from
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our goal. There is no
estimate as to how much
blood was shed by our
people in the student
movement of the 1960s and
the Mass Upsurge of 1969,
movements that shook up
the world we were part of.
At that point too we did not
let the blood sacrificed by
our people go in vain.
Hundreds of fountains came
up, constituted of many
drops of our blood. There
was no way the Mass
Upsurge of 1969 could be
stopped. It was not merely
that we wanted to be free of
the Pakistani military junta
in
our
lives.
More
importantly,
we
went
further ahead with plans for
a sovereign state for
ourselves, for it was through
achieving freedom that we
would redeem the pledges
of national self-esteem made
through the sacrifices of our
people over the years. It was
in the realization that the

Blood flowed and
fires burned at the
height of the Mass
Upsurge. Fire and
blood went together.
Even so, the blood
did not dry up. It
was in the light of
such realities that on
7th March 1971,
Bangabandhu stated
the undeniable and
unequivocal truth:
'The blood stains
have not dried up
yet.'
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politics of 1947 and after had malignantly foisted itself on
Bangladesh that we sought a new course for ourselves. In that
new course came the removal of the term 'Muslim' from the
'Awami Muslim League', a sign of our growing reassertion of
secular politics. Of course they had their differences, but
eventually Moulana Bhashani, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy
and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman were united in their goal of
initiating secular politics in the country.
There was a simple theme which underlined politics at the
time: the Bengali nation needed to have full regional autonomy
for itself. It was quite natural that at that point it was not logical
or realistic to go for secession. But the demand for unfettered
autonomy was indeed taking us in the direction of sovereign
nationhood. Bhashani wanted to include the politics of Islamic
socialism in the struggle. And because of his position on
American imperialism, Suhrawardy could not but turn into a
quiescent figure. He passed away in 1963. It was against such a
historical background that Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Tajuddin Ahmad reshaped the movement for
autonomy into one of full-blown independence. In his
thunderous voice, Bangabandhu announced his Six Point plan
in 1966, a plan which unmistakably pointed to national
freedom. It was in those tumultuous times that the blood of the
Bengalis flowed once more, with little chance of drying up any
time soon.
The Six Points were to lead to the Agartala Conspiracy Case,
which in turn ignited the Mass Upsurge of 1969. Blood flowed
and fires burned at the height of the Mass Upsurge. Fire and
blood went together. Even so, the blood did not dry up. It was
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in the light of such realities that on 7th March 1971,
Bangabandhu stated the undeniable and unequivocal truth:
'The blood stains have not dried up yet.'
Writer: Hasan Azizul Haq
Writer and former professor, Department of Philosophy,
Rajshahi University
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Ò Mujibur Rahman cannot step
on the blood of the martyrs
and join the RTCÓ
Syed Anwar Husain

The The above quote is part of the history-making speech of

Bangabandhu delivered on 7th March 1971. The speech, in the
light of history and in terms of its diction, is one that changed
the course of destiny for the Bengali nation. It was a hint of the
inevitability of change. The sense of direction for which the
Bengali nation had been waiting came through this seminal
address. And that is the historic significance of the speech.
It was the best and briefest of all Bangabandhu's speeches. One
could say that it was like the drops of water which led to the
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emergence of the Indus to its depth. Overall, the point which
emerges from the entirety of the speech is the closeness which
had kept Bangabandhu and his people bound to one another.
Leadership is fundamentally an articulation of the interests of
ordinary people. As the leadership expert Prof Gary Wills has
said, 'The task of leadership is to weave dreams and to make
people part of the dreams. The purpose will be to implement
those dreams to the benefit of the people.' It is to be noted that in
this definition, leadership is not a process to be applied
whimsically but must manifest itself clearly before people. That
indeed is true. One who uses people in order to attain one's own
objectives cannot be termed a leader. That would be a
manipulation of people through using them and then seizing
power and using it in one's own narrow interest. Examples here
are Mussolini and Hitler. Their end and the sufferings people
were subjected to through their hold on power are not to be
forgotten. They cannot be termed leaders but demagogues,
though at first sight the impression might be of their being in
sync with people. But a leader who is identifying with his
people should be understood in line with the above definition.
Leadership of this kind is intricately involved with the interests
of the people, which is why leaders who fulfill the requirements
of the above statement never formulate policies that militate
against popular interests.
There is little question that Bangabandhu's leadership fulfilled
all the requirements such leadership entails. He made the
dreams of the people his own and then went forth body and soul
to give shape to their dreams. Bangabandhu's foresight, his
astuteness and his political experience were factors that were
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not easily comprehended by
many of his contemporaries.
For
instance,
Professor
Muzaffar
Ahmed
of
National
Awami
Party
(NAP)
questioned
Bangabandhu
on
the
essence of the Six Points. In
response, Bangabandhu told
him, 'Don't you see? The
point is only one, but what I
have done is to turn it
around a little.' Besides, in
much the same way, the
young Chhatra League
leader
Abdur
Razzak
wondered why instead of
speaking
directly
of
i n d e p e n d e n c e
Bangabandhu had opted to
demand
autonomy.
Bangabandhu's
response
was meaningful: 'I have
built the culvert for you to
go over to the other bank of
the river.' It goes without
saying that neither Prof
Muzaffar Ahmed nor Abdur
Razzak were able to argue
any further.

The speech, in the
light of history and
in terms of its
diction, is one that
changed the course
of destiny for the
Bengali nation. It
was a hint of the
inevitability of
change. The sense of
direction for which
the Bengali nation
had been waiting
came through this
seminal address.
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Loved by his people, never in his career did Bangabandhu seek
to sacrifice their interests in the attainment of his personal
ambitions. The quote at the beginning of this write-up points to
that leadership quality in Bangabandhu. It is to be recalled that
owing to the machinations of the Yahya Khan military junta,
the whole of March was inevitably a restive period. Bengalis
were engaged in a movement at the time under the
uncompromising leadership of Bangabandhu. A struggling
Bengali nation was being subjected to atrocities and to murder.
Lives were lost. It was against such a background that Yahya
Khan called a Round Table Conference (RTC) where he
expected the emergent political crisis to be deliberated on. On
the face of it, the democrat that Bangabandhu was, he could
have agreed to participate in such a conference. However, that
was not possible on his part, for the reason that the killings of
people and the deaths of the martyrs, would not be dealt with
at this conference. It was what Bangabandhu was convinced of,
which was why at the beginning of his speech he called for a
judicial inquiry into the shots fired on his people. But
Bangabandhu also knew that it was a demand that would not
be met. Thus his adoption of an uncompromising position. It
would have been a betrayal of the blood of the martyrs if he
had gone to the RTC. It was not for him do that. The reason was
obvious: he was a leader who enjoyed the love, respect and
support of his people. It was what had fortified his resolve.
Writer: Dr. Professor Syed Anwar Husain
Bangabandhu Chair, Bangladesh University of Professionals
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Ò Power must be transferred to
People’s representativesÓ
Tofail Ahmed

In his

globally acclaimed address on 7th March 1971,
Bangabandhu set four conditions on the Pakistani military
junta:
One, Martial Law had to be withdrawn;
Two,

all personnel of the armed forces would have to
return to their barracks;

Three, an inquiry should be instituted into the way in
which people had been killed;
Four,

power would have to be transferred to the
representatives of the people.
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It was through these four conditions that Bangabandhu put the
existence of a united Pakistan on the line. Pakistan would
survive if the conditions were met. If not, there would be no
middle course except one that led to the emancipation and the
attainment of independence.
At the beginning of his speech, dwelling on the long struggle of
the Bengalis, Bangabandhu had stated, 'At the election, the
people of Bangladesh unequivocally gave me and the Awami
League their votes. Our National Assembly will convene in
session, we will frame a constitution and we will build this
country. The people of this country will achieve economic,
political and cultural emancipation.' But in a complete
repudiation of popular wishes, the military junta suddenly
postponed the assembly session after having first announced a
date for it. Instead of handing over power to the elected
representatives of the people, it resorted to killings and
repression. And that despite the fact that on the basis of
Bangabandhu's Six Points and the student community's Eleven
Points, the people of the country had voted for democracy and
for a constitution to be framed.
The West Pakistani ruling classes began to move in a direction
where clearly they meant to nullify the results of the elections.
Their aim was certainly not to hand over power to the Bengalis.
On the other hand, Bangabandhu was determined to wrestle
the rights of the Bengalis from these classes. That was the
principal reason why, despite all the impediments in his way,
he took up the challenge of taking part in the elections in order
to realize the economic, political and cultural rights of his
people. The results, which gave victory to the Awami League
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and indeed to the Bengali
people, left the junta
stupefied. Many were the
paths it began to look for in
order to frustrate a meeting
of the assembly. On 1
March,
the
National
Assembly session called for
3 March was suddenly and
without any provocation
put off. Such a decision was
taken despite the fact that
Bangabandhu, as a mark of
his political liberalism, had
reassured
the
political
opposition and others , 'I
said
we
will
have
negotiations
in
the
assembly; I even said that if
there was a single person
with
a
reasonable
suggestion,
we
would
accept it despite our being a
majority in the assembly.'
The fact remains, though,
that Bangabandhu had
already become aware of the
delaying tactics adopted by
the military junta as far as
the transfer of power was
concerned.

Bangabandhu's four
conditions in the 7th
March address was a
clear move to stay
away from any step
that could remotely
be construed as
secessionist. One
thing alone makes
this position
obvious: 'Power
must be transferred
to the
representatives of
the people.'
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Bangabandhu's four conditions in the 7th March address was a
clear move to stay away from any step that could remotely be
construed as secessionist. One thing alone makes this position
obvious: 'Power must be transferred to the representatives of
the people.' It was under Bangabandhu's leadership that the
candidates of the Awami League for the national and
provincial assemblies at the 1970 elections won an
unprecedented victory. The triumph formalized and accorded
political legitimacy to the demand for autonomy, as was
demanded by Bangabandhu over the years. It was such
legitimacy which greatly assisted our struggle for political and
national independence during the War of Liberation. The
significance of these four conditions cannot, therefore, be
ignored. They shaped the course of history, as did the rest of
the speech.
Writer: Tofail Ahmed
Former minister, Government of Bangladesh,
and served as political secretary to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
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Ò I do not crave the position of
Prime Minister. I want the rights
of the people of this landÓ
Kamal Lohani

Without

confidence in the people, it is not possible for
such comments as the above to be made by any one. At the time
he spoke, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was the
undisputed leader of the people and the guiding spirit behind
the Six Points movement. Those Six Points were the charter of
freedom for the people of Bengal. It was through his
determination to ensure the welfare of the people that he
dedicated himself to the pursuit of politics in the service of his
nation. That was the reason why he was so eloquent and
unequivocal in his expression of the need for sacrifice.
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Has there even been an instance, be it in British or Pakistan
times, of such a leader arising and reaching such heights? It was
only Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who, in the arena
of parliamentary democracy and with his belief in such
democracy, could emerge as a great leader who would guide
his people to liberation, indeed to independence for a nation as
its creator. It makes sense, therefore, that he was eminently
equipped to cause smiles to light up the faces of his people. He
delivered on his promises.
When as a political worker and organizer, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman ascended to the heights of popularity and glory, it
became impossible for anyone else to overtake him, or even
come close to him in political power and influence. He surged
ahead of his contemporaries through his courage and his
advanced political ideas. Indeed, the personality which defined
him in his boyhood, when he was not afraid to speak the truth
through observing the conditions around him, was the very
attitude to life and politics he brought to bear as he progressed
through his remarkable life. Bangabandhu was the kind of
leader who could instill the spirit of nationalism among the
masses as its leading proponent. He earned the love and respect
of workers, peasants, students and the middle classes through
his words and his speeches. In this manner, he was able to earn
the respect of his political peers. Through the passage of time, it
was Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who launched a movement
against the corruption of the Muslim League, a phase that was
to carry him all the way to his being anointed as Bangabandhu
and as the undisputed leader of his people. It was he who
liberated the land from the clutches of the Ayub-Yahya junta
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and its regional and
communal
exploitation
through a brief War of
Liberation. It was actually a
people's war which we refer
to as our War of Liberation.
It was a proud, albeit
bloody, struggle we waged
through a period of nine
months
under
the
leadership of Bangabandhu.
And yet the fact remains
that
the
struggle
for
emancipation commenced
within
weeks
of
the
establishment of Pakistan. It
was a struggle that was
initiated
by
the
East
Pakistan Awami Muslim
League. It was the first
opposition party to take
shape in Pakistan, and so the
first to challenge the ruling
Muslim League on the
corruption it was presiding
over. Despite the fact that
Sheikh Mujib was in prison
at the time, Moulana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhashani
appointed
him
joint

It was only
Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman who, in the
arena of
parliamentary
democracy and with
his belief in such
democracy, could
emerge as a great
leader who would
guide his people to
liberation, indeed to
independence for a
nation as its creator.
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secretary of the new party on 23 June 1949. It was on the basis
of the courage and strong political convictions of the young
political leader, which Mujib, despite his incarceration, was,
that he was appointed to that position. Khondokar Moshtaq
Ahmed was appointed second joint secretary at a level lower
than that of Mujib. It was a reason why Moshtaq would be
upset. It was Bhashani who told Moshtaq, 'Mujib is in prison. It
is because we want him freed that I have made him joint
secretary of the party and have placed his name before yours.'
The next statement Bhashani made before Moshtaq was telling.
He asked him: 'Can you demonstrate the kind of skills which
Mujib has?'
Let me make it clear here that even though on the surface
Khondokar Moshtaq maintained friendly relations with
Bangabandhu, within himself he harboured antagonistic
feelings toward him. Meanwhile, Moulana Bhashani appointed
Shamsul Huq of Tangail as the general secretary of the Awami
Muslim League. Shamsul Huq was a politician of
accomplishment and was a good orator. He was also elected to
the provincial assembly. Unfortunately, owing to long spells in
prison and a disturbed family life, he eventually lost his mental
balance, the result being that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
elected to succeed him as general secretary of the party. It was
the far-sightedness of Moulana Bhashani that he chose Mujib as
joint secretary; and as general secretary of the party Sheikh
Mujib deftly went into organizing the party.
It was 1952 when the Bengali nation rose in protest to resist the
communal Pakistani dispensation, demanding the status of a
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national language for Bangla. Through sacrificing our blood,
through our relentless struggle, we were able to accord dignity
to our mother tongue. Though Mujib was in prison at the time,
he kept in constant touch with the students' movement, which
again was natural on his part.
The steps which the All India Muslim League leader and Prime
Minister of Undivided Bengal, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy,
took to restore normalcy in riot-torn Calcutta (Now Kolkata) in
1946 were a programme which saw the dynamic participation
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The famine of 1943 left deep marks
on Mujib's psychology. It was in subsequent phases of his
politics that Mujib went from one stage to another, as a young
student leader, as a young organizer of the Awami Muslim
League, as a voice articulating the aspirations of the people of
Bengal, finally emerging as the sole voice of the Bengali nation.
Sheikh Mujib was not only a bold politician and an able
organizer but also one who instilled confidence in his people. In
turn, the people took him to their hearts with warmth and love.
It was not for nothing that on 7th March 1971 was heard the
heaven-piercing slogan, 'Your leader --- my leader --- Sheikh
Mujib --- Sheikh Mujib'. Also rending the air were slogans like
'Brave Bengali, take hold of the gun and free Bangladesh', 'Your
destination, my destination --- Padma-Meghna-Jamuna'. It was
to hear him and to listen to him give the nation a sense of
direction that tens of thousands of people from every walk of
life gathered at the Race Course on the day.
It was with his belief in the people that on that day
Bangabandhu spoke of a struggle for emancipation and
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independence. It was not a declaration of independence as such
and yet, before he was taken into custody by the Pakistani
junta, he was giving a broad, unmistakable hint of where the
Bengali nation would be going, to freedom. It was on the
strength of his words that his people --- peasants, farmers,
students, women, youths --- would plunge into an armed
struggle to free the land.
Till the end of his life Sheikh Mujib remained uncompromising
as a leader. It is always leaders like him who have transformed
society, thereby making a niche for themselves in the hearts of
generations. Bangabandhu, you remain in glory in the hearts of
your people. They revere you, for you are the Father of the
Nation. Your people go on waging a struggle to build the
Golden Bengal of your dreams. Your words, 'I do not crave the
position of Prime Minister. I want the rights of my people', are
the words which drive their urge for prosperity.
Writer: Kamal Lohani
Journalist and Former Director General, Shilpakala Academy
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Ò If one more bullet is fired,
if my people are killed againÓ

Abul Momen

From the

earliest stages of his career, Bangabandhu
engaged in politics by taking the people into confidence. He
went into politics in order to ensure the well-being of his
workers, supporters and the masses. It was a responsibility he
was always conscious of, since he had taken the responsibility
upon himself. That was the reason why if any impediment
came before him and his people he adopted a vigorous position
in repelling it. That explains his sense of responsibility, first to
his people and then, through the people, to the country.
It was the thought of people's welfare which led him to a
struggle to transform the country, indeed to lead it to freedom,
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which was the underpinning of his politics. Prior to the
partition of India, he campaigned for the creation of Pakistan.
And yet when that very Pakistan went for repressive measures
against his fellow Bengalis and did all it could to deprive them
of their political rights through indulging in a systematic policy
of exploitation, he turned away from Pakistan and towards the
idea of independence for his people.
His leadership, the substantive nature of it, was manifested in
the way he dealt with the Agartala Conspiracy Case. He turned
out to be a leader surpassing all other leaders preceding him. It
was the Agartala Conspiracy Case which made clear the degree
to which he was willing to go, and the sacrifices he was ready to
offer in the attainment of his goal. On the one hand, there were
the threats of repression, humiliation and death; on the other,
there lay the temptation of the office of prime minister.
Bangabandhu was clear about the path he needed to take. He
placed his confidence in his people and they, in turn, placed
their confidence in him. It needs to recalled that in earlier times
Bengalis had been quite disappointed seeing an earlier
generation of leaders go for compromises and myriad other
weaknesses in dealing with the state. With the arrival of Sheikh
Mujib, they knew that they could expect proper leadership
from him. They informed themselves that this leader would not
barter away their interests and that he had no personal agenda
or ambition of his own. It was as if Mujib was Bangladesh, for
he was the spokesperson of all the people of Bangladesh. It was
thus that in the light of the Mass Movement of 1969, Mujib
emerged as the great hope of Bengalis and the symbol of their
unity as a people. On 7th March 1971, as he addressed that
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million-strong crowd at the
Race Course in Dhaka, he
was the leader of a single,
unified Bengali nation,
brought together by dreams
of emancipation. They were
now united behind a single
leader. Earlier, the people of
Bangladesh had defied the
Pakistani ruling classes and
had conducted themselves
along the lines of the
directives that came from
Mujib and Tajuddin. They
had arrived at a condition
where Section 144 did not
matter at all to them; they
violated
curfews
and
bravely marched on the
streets. They no longer walk
when in processions, for
now they sprinted. They
were in a great hurry, for
they had espied the crimson
sun of freedom beyond the
dark tunnel. How could
they be expected to exercise
patience or even restraint? It
was before these restive
souls looking forward to the
achievement of freedom that

Bangabandhu's was
the final word. There
was no talk of
compromise in his
oration. It was the
inevitability of
history he spoke of.
What needed to be
done was spelt out
in the speech. If the
regime resorted to
bullets again, people
would not sit back.
They would walk on
the road to freedom.
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Bangabandhu spoke on that day.In his address on the day, it
was an achievement of the goal, a combination of emotion and
logic, that Bangabandhu propounded before his people; it was
the aim and the path to achieving it, the struggle and
responsibility, the journey and the destination, the courage and
the sacrifices that he spoke of. It was as if, having sketched an
outline of Pakistani misrule, he was pointing out the road to the
future for his people. He was mapping out the course leading
to the final destination. His words were also aimed at his
adversaries, the Pakistani ruling circles. He made it clear to the
military junta that every citizen of this land was his child. It was
as the guardian of his people that on that day Bangabandhu
sounded the stern warning --- 'Not a single bullet more can be
fired at my children. Enough is enough.' His words were
without any ambiguity, for he made it known to the rulers that
if any more lives were taken by them, the consequences would
be horrendous. This was the resolve of the Father of the Nation.
Yes, it was through this speech that Bangabandhu emerged as
the Father of the Nation. He took upon himself from now on
the responsibility of all his people, and it was on their behalf
that he raised his questions before the rulers. When he warned
them, 'If one more bullet is fired, if my people are killed again
…',it was the determination of his people for freedom which
was articulated in his self-confidence. It was all possible
because of his unflinching belief in his people and theirs in him.
His personality was then at the height- a beautiful coming
together of simplicity and firmness of leadership. He was the
symbol of power and the symbol of authority and yet he was
one of the people. He held forth the demands of his people,
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spoke for them, and let the rulers know that Pakistanis were no
more in charge in this country. There were, therefore, no more
expectations from the ruling classes. That was the message he
needed to convey and did convey.
Bangabandhu's was the final word. There was no talk of
compromise in his oration. It was the inevitability of history he
spoke of. What needed to be done was spelt out in the speech. If
the regime resorted to bullets again, people would not sit back.
They would walk on the road to freedom.
Pakistan did not agree with Bangabandhu, did not
acknowledge his authority and did not understand it. But his
people kept faith in him, despite the bullets that came their way
from Pakistan's soldiers. Bullets and death did not deter them
in marching forward to their destination. They did not dishonor
their leader but went ahead in line with his directives. Like their
leader, they did not pay heed to threats of death but went forth
to wage a war for freedom. And they did not rest until freedom
had been achieved. Bangabandhu was never tempted into
compromise. Following his lead, his people too refused to be
drawn into any compromise in their struggle for freedom.
On the day, Bangabandhu and the people became one single
entity. The speech was proof of the leader and his people
coming together in a shared expression of hope and
determination. Pakistan paid no attention to this making of
history and instead went on killing and looting and pillaging. It
is ironical that on that very Race Course, a bare nine months
later, the officers and soldiers of the Pakistan army, led by their
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commander, were stripped of their badges and insignias in
their moment of humiliation and surrender. It was with bowed
heads that they gave in. It was on the green lushness of Bengal
that they were compelled to drop their weapons.
On 7th March 1971, Bangabandhu served warning to the
Pakistanis. Nine months on, that warning came to fruition. The
Bengali nation was free, was tasting independence.

Writer: Abul Momen
Is a poet, essayist and journalist
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Ò Turn every home into a fortressÓ

Hashem Khan

The address

delivered by Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on 7 March 1971,
towards the end of twenty-three years of exploitation of the
Bengali nation, remains a seminal speech in the history of
people struggling for liberty everywhere. There are many
historians who suggest that before delivering the speech,
Sheikh Mujb did not take adequate preparations about what
he would say to his people. They, of course, mean it as a
compliment. Bangabandhu did not deliver a written speech.
Standing before the microphone, he delivered an address that
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comprised 101 sentences, every sentence conveying profound
meaning and holding significance.
Part of it was the history of the preceding twenty-three years he
held forth. In those twenty-three years, he had come to know
every citizen of the land and was aware of the rights they had
been deprived of, and which rights needed to be established.
His leadership had instilled in his people the element of
courage. It was this leadership of his in which his people had
absolute confidence.
The reflection of the sentence at the beginning of this article is to
be seen in the nine months of determined armed struggle,
beginning on 26 March that the nation waged in defence of
freedom. Bangabandhu's directive was a pointer to the need to
learn the tactics of warfare, to undergo training in waging battle
as it were. It was through strategic planning that the nation
would need to wage war against the military junta of Pakistan.
In the nine months that followed, the guerrilla war fought by
the nation was in line with the strategy set out by Bangabandhu
in his seminal speech. However, whether or not the Pakistani
ruling circles comprehended the full import of the speech is
beside the point. What is remembered today is that following
the speech, the ruling junta heaved a sigh of relief. They had
thought that Sheikh Mujib would become frightened. More to
the point, they were relieved that on that day Bangabandhu had
not declared Bangladesh's independence. They had not, after
all, been forced to go for action against the tens of thousands of
people gathered at the Ramna Race Course to hear Sheikh
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Mujib. But all that would
change, and from 25 March
the junta would carry out a
pogrom lasting for over nine
long months.
A very large section of the
population, including those
in the crowd on that day,
had expected a declaration
of independence.
Bangabandhu had shaped
his address in such a way
that his political struggle,
the history of his people
over a twenty-three-year
period and his political
wisdom, were all brilliantly
expressed. It was a speech
steeped in strategy for the
future.
The
call
for
independence
and
for
emancipation was implied
in the speech.

It could be difficult
to achieve freedom,
but if every citizen
in every home
contributed to the
effort, the task
would not be hard.
This was the
assessment
Bangabandhu made
in his wisdom.

To turn every home into a
fortress meant that all
homes in Bangladesh --those
of
peasants,
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fishermen, teachers, doctors, people working in offices,
labourers, policemen, security personnel, lawyers and political
leaders --- would be a line of defence and would therefore be a
bulwark against the onslaught of the enemy. It could be
difficult to achieve freedom, but if every citizen in every home
contributed to the effort, the task would not be hard. This was
the assessment Bangabandhu made in his wisdom. His
exhortation that people should wage the struggle with
whatever they possessed was important, for within that
statement is evoked images of such implements as scythes,
sticks, brooms, et cetera, and these at the time acquired the
power of machine guns, rifles and sten-guns.
The people of Bangladesh struggled against the forces of
anti-history and won a remarkable victory, compelling the
Pakistani aggressor forces to surrender. Bengalis finally had
their sovereign state called Bangladesh.
Towards the end of his speech, Bangabandhu had exhorted his
people to set up Sangram Parishads [action councils] in every
village, alley and lane to resist the enemy. It was on the strength
of such a pronouncement that the people of Bengal went forth
to wage war, returning home, having achieved the freedom of
their country.
Writer: Hashem Khan
Artist and former professor at the Faculty of Fine Arts, Dhaka University
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Ò You must repel the enemy
with whatever you haveÓ
Anisuzzaman

The

speech delivered by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman at the Race Course on 7th March 1971 was not
permitted to be broadcast on radio by the people in power.
When, in protest, all officers and employees decided to walk
out of the radio station, permission was given for the recorded
speech to be broadcast. As a result, those of us who happened
to live in the residential area of Chittagong University at the
time, along with millions of others, were able to hear the
speech on 8 March.
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We were electrified by the speech. All these years later, it is
that old feeling which comes alive every time I listen to the
speech. It has not been for nothing that the speech has been
acclaimed as one of the most significant of speeches the world
over. It is only towards the end of the speech that we realize
that Bangabandhu has to all intents and purposes sounded the
call for independence. It was our expectation at the time that
soon the new nation of Bangladesh would take its place in the
comity of sovereign nations in the world.
In real terms, the speech is underpinned by a fullness of
meaning. Bangabandhu knew that the people of Bangladesh
expected him to declare independence. He also knew that if he
went for a unilateral declaration of independence (UDI), the
military junta would raze the city of Dhaka to smithereens.
Bangabandhu gave out hints in his speech, and yet like all the
direct points made in the address, those hints too came to
acquire rich meaning.
For instance, 'it is my request to you: turn every home into a
fortress. You must repel the enemy with whatever you have.'
Does one need to explain the meaning of these words? In the
face of the Mughal invasion, the Barobhuiyans of Bengal had
built their fortress as they went on to beat back the enemy.
Here, in Bangabandhu's speech, the urge was being made to
millions of unarmed people to plunge into the ultimate
struggle for liberty. The homes of common citizens would turn
into fortresses. It is not unknown that people do not keep
weapons at home, which is why the directive of confronting
the enemy with whatever available in hand came from
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Bangabandhu. The enemy
had already been identified
but it was now the goal that
was defined. And in order
to reach the goal struggle
had become mandatory. It
would be with courage that
the nation needed to plunge
into that struggle. If only
everyone would come
forward to defeat the
enemy, could victory be
ensured? If the home could
not be a fortress, it would
be the unity of the people
that would become a
fortress and that was all
that was needed. History is
testimony to the power of
people to bring about
change
through
a
coordination
of
their
desires. It was this energy
Bangabandhu calls forth in
these words.

We demand
independence; we
demand
emancipation. Not a
home or a residence,
but a fortress.’ We
must march off to
the war with
everything that we
have. We do not
have time to look
back; neither will
there be any scope
for failure.

It was a belief with the
British colonial rulers that
the Bengalis were not a
martial race. They believed
that only those local people

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics

116

who assisted them in the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 belonged to
the martial race. “The Bengali was a coward, was afraid, ran
away from danger …. “ Such were the stereotypes associated
with Bengalis. Ironically, it was the same Bengalis inspired
into a new role by the leader. Show the world that you can
fight. Let the enemy know that you do not tolerate
humiliation. Let everyone know that in our struggle to seize
our rights we are ready to wage the battle to the end. There
will be a time when not even the leader will be in a position to
show you the path. You will then have to find your own path;
until that happens there can be no respite. Even if we do not
have anything, we still have our souls which we can sacrifice
for our cause. We demand independence; we demand
emancipation. Not a home or a residence, but a fortress.’ We
must march off to the war with everything that we have. We
do not have time to look back; neither will there be any scope
for failure. There are no 'ifs' and 'buts'. The path lies ahead. Let
our march proceed to the destination of success. We will
triumph. There is no alternative to victory.
Writer: Anisuzzaman
Emeritus Professor, University of Dhaka and
National Professor of Bangladesh
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Ò Even if I can't give you
directives . . .Ó
Abdul Khaleque

In the

history of the world, those who have attained
heights of greatness have had ability in them to inform people,
through their astuteness and foresight, of the past, present and
future. The Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, possessed all the qualities that went into the
making of a superior human being, a superman. His ideas
about national politics were far-reaching. It was this quality in
him that came alive through his speech on 7th March 1971. It
was a speech which pointed to the road ahead for a nation that
had been suppressed for long. In the address, it was the past,
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present and future of the nation that he held forth. At the
beginning of the speech, he enunciated in clear detail the
history of exploitation and repression the Bengali nation had
been subjected to for twenty-three years. In only a few
sentences he was able to present with clarity the details of that
experience of his people. The history of the 1950s and 1960s he
narrated in just a few sentences and in profound manner. It
was a public rally of tens of thousands of people. Everyone was
waiting to hear him in patient and eager expectation. The
crowd was already mesmerized by the thought of listening to
the leader. He moved from the past and, focusing on the
present, offered a moving description of the injustices his
people had been going through. He had done his hardest to
have the political crisis in the country resolved and yet the
ruling circles of West Pakistan were not ready to accept
anything that came from him.
He condemned military rule in unequivocal terms. His focus
was on Ayub Khan, the Agartala Conspiracy Case, the assault
on people's rights and finally the Mass Upsurge of 1969. After
the fall of Ayub Khan in the face of the Mass Upsurge, power
was handed over to General Yahya Khan. Assuming power,
Yahya arranged a general election. Despite so many obstacles
Sheikh Mujib decided to take part in the election. He had
differences on the election issue with Moulana Bhashani. In the
1970 elections Sheikh Mujib's Awami League won an
overwhelming victory. An entire world came to know that it
was no one but Sheikh Mujib who was Pakistan's popular
leader. The election results were a rude awakening for the
political leaders of West Pakistan. They were averse to
transferring power to the victorious Awami League. And so a
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conspiracy began to take
shape. The conspiracy took
a new dimension as time
went by. In league with the
military, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
added to the intrigue. As
part of the conspiracy, they
transformed
into
the
subterfuge
of
holding
negotiations. They talked to
Sheikh Mujib, making sure
that precious time was lost
in fruitless negotiations.
Meanwhile, preparations
went on within the military
for the assault on the
nation. For Sheikh Mujib,
the only weapon he had
was the seventy-five million
people of the country. He
began to give his people the
dream of independence. He
kindled in his people
aspirations for liberty. It
was his belief that the magic
of freedom would awaken
the people to higher
thoughts. It was a belief that
was not misplaced on his
part. He could understand

Sheikh Mujib, the
only weapon he had
was the seventy-five
million people of the
country. He began
to give his people
the dream of
independence. He
kindled in his
people aspirations
for liberty. It was his
belief that the magic
of freedom would
awaken the people
to higher thoughts.
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that the Pakistan government would again take him to prison
or kill him. That was the reason why in his 7th March speech
he needed to leave the nation with some directives, needed to
point to the way out of the woods. An important message
coming through the speech was his call for every home to be
turned into a fortress and for Bengalis to resist the enemy with
whatever they had. If the attack came, they would have to
shut down everything.
The vocabulary Bangabandhu uses in the speech is
remarkable. Of the tens of thousands of people attending the
rally, most were not literate or without the benefit of
education. Bangabandhu knew that if he wanted to convey his
message to them, he would need to speak to them in their
language. And that is precisely what he did. He could have
framed the line quoted at the beginning differently if his
audience had comprised only the urban section of the
population. He did not do that but resorted to using the
language as it was understood across the land. Indeed, it can
be said that the entire speech came forth from Bangabandhu in
the language spoken by people in the villages of Bengal. There
are moments in the speech when, like a village dweller, he
uses 'apni' (you) and 'tumi' (you) alternately. Every word,
every phrase in the speech is significant. Such a speech is hard
to spot in the history of the world.
The people of Bangladesh, following every word and every
phrase in speech to the letter, and through sacrificing millions
of their compatriots, kept faith with Bangabandhu and
liberated the land. It is difficult to tell whether, in the absence
of this speech, the country would have achieved freedom. It is
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a question history will deal with. When he made it clear that it
might not be possible for him to issue directives in future, we
needed to understand what the Pakistani rulers were planning
to do with him. He knew what conspiracies they had begun to
hatching. Bangabandhu deployed the lines quoted in his
speech in order to ensure that the march to freedom did not
come to a halt in his absence.
The lines remind us of the dreamer, and the superman that
was Bangabandhu.
Writer: Dr. Abdul Khaleque
Vice Chancellor of North Bengal University,
Former Vice Chancellor of Rajshahi University and member,
Advisory Council of Bangladesh Awami League
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Ò You cannot keep seven
million people in subjugationÓ
Selina Hossain

In the

1940s, the reputed scholar S. Wajed Ali had a
dream. In his words, 'This nation is waiting for a superman.'
What profundity in those words! Was it too much to expect
that 'the Bengali will not only show the path to the Indian
subcontinent or the West but to people all over the world as a
whole'? And yet there is the surprise that between the 1940s
and 1960s, in a matter of a mere two decades, the field was
readied for the Bengali to speak to the world through
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. His sentimental
attachment to the Bengalis was without limits. His love was
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concentrated around his Bengalis. He was rooted in the soil
and his love for his people equaled the vastness of the sea. It
was with such love that he set out to give the Bengali nation
pride of place in the world through weaving a dream for it. He
gave his all to the building of the dream. Perhaps it was his
belief that a state constituted on the basis of language and
nationalism would be exemplary for all ages. If other nations
around the world emerged on the basis of such principles,
there would then be little requirement for superpowers. No
one state would be able to dominate the other. States would be
based on peace and for the welfare of the people. Children in
the future would not know what a world war could be like.
Thousands of states would emerge in the way Bangladesh had
emerged.
In his extraordinary address of 7th March 1971 Bangabandhu
delivered an extraordinary statement. He proclaimed the
statement quoted above loudly. Had he gone for proper
grammatical language, he would have put it differently. But
he did not use that kind of language and instead went for
colloquial words and phrases and through this strategy went
straight into the hearts of his people. He opened the door of
nationalism wide for his people, a door through which wafted
forth the chief qualities of the Bengali character.
This brief statement links up with the extended thought in S.
Wajed Ali, who had written: 'The Bengali waits for that
superman who will point to him the path to such a life of
proud achievements, who like the Bhagirathi will link up the
nation with the Ganges of the mind.' The difference is that
Bangabandhu did not have to state his idea in a longish
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sentence. His words were
few and yet hit the mark.
One was an experienced
litterateur, while the other
was
an
experienced
politician.
Both
made
pledges to the nation,
indeed to life. The journey
for both was a search for the
endlessness of life, a life
that meshed with the
limitless. They traveled
along two paths and yet
they complemented each
other.
Unknown to them, it was
the unwritten truth of
history that was to be
written. One spoke of
politics in the language of
literature. Another spoke of
literature in the language of
politics. But of course both
literature and politics are
linked to life and to
humanity.

Bangabandhu is
that personality
whom time did
not create but
who moulded
time to his
specifications to
create history. It
was thus that he
voiced these
timeless words.

In his 7th March speech on
that day, Bangabandhu
proclaimed, 'The struggle
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this time is the struggle for emancipation; the struggle this
time is the struggle for independence.' One notes that in this
sentence he uses grammatically sophisticated language. Here
too his words connect with S. Wajed Ali's sentiments: the
Bengali will reach out to the world and guide it to a higher
destiny. The surprise is in the discovery of how Bangabandhu
moved up from the national level to heights of
internationalism.
Struggles for emancipation and independence are cardinal
truths for every country. And yet the two struggles do not
happen unilaterally. Global support, assistance and
cooperation are necessary. That is why the sentence came in
linguistically correct language. The Bengali was in expectation
of bonding with the international community. The Bhagirathi
met the Ganges.
How do we picture the scene if we conceive of the image
thrown up by the sentence? Let it be supposed that a people
are prostrate, face on the ground. On their neck is the heavy
foot of the exploiter, keen on extracting the last breath out of
them. But how long will that foot be there? One by one the
people raised their heads. The head wished to rear itself by
ignoring that foot. The Bengalis raised their shoulders, slowly
but surely, and looked at the sky above. They seized the feet
of the oppressor and flung him afar. Imagine that it was the
raising of so many heads together in protest that inspired the
Rebel Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam into proclaiming, 'Say, O brave
one, your head is held high.' What charming complementarity
in thought! The poet and the politician can stand face to face.
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The sentence quoted at the beginning of this write-up thus
emerges triumphant across time and space.
He is immortal in history who can weave dreams for a nation.
History supports him who can express himself in time that
matches aspirations. From such a perspective, Bangabandhu is
that personality whom time did not create but who moulded
time to his specifications to create history. It was thus that he
voiced these timeless words.
It was through keeping such a truth in mind that the
renowned Urdu poet of India, Kaifi Azmi, wrote his poem
“Bangladesh” during the War of Liberation:
I am not just a country you will burn down
Not a wall that you will fully obliterate
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------How driven by folly you are
That you come at me with tanks begged from others as alms
Day and night you shower napalm on me
You will be exhausted, mark my word
With what hand will you put the chains on me?
For I have seventy million hands
Which head will you have roll off my shoulders?
For there I have seventy million heads …
Writer: Selina Hossain
Litterateur Writer and former Chairman, Shishu Academy
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Ò In this Bengal, Hindus and Muslims,

Bengalis and non-Bengalis,
all are our brothers

Ó

Ajoy Roy

Bangabandhu's

speech of 7th March 1971 is among
the seminal addresses delivered in the history of the world,
playing as it did a significant role in transforming the destiny
of a people. Among such speeches which have contributed to
the making of history are those delivered by American
President Abraham Lincoln, Britain's wartime Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, India's independence leader Jawaharlal
Nehru and others. Viewed from such a perspective,
Bangabandhu's address too was instrumental in changing the
fate of the Bengali nation of which he was the spokesman.
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Bangabandhu prepared the nation for independence through a
long process of political struggle. It is that message of freedom
and overall emancipation which comes through in this speech.
Yet there was the fear in him that enemies lurked both within
and without to undermine the struggle. He was afraid that
communalism could be resorted to by the nation's enemies in
order to destroy the people's aspirations for freedom by sowing
distrust among his people. Beginning in 1948 and continuing all
the way to 1971, the state of Pakistan had used communalism as
a weapon to ensure its status as a country. And many were the
ways in which the Pakistani ruling classes attempted to
undermine the democratic movement which Bangabandhu
spearheaded in the country. Communalism was incited by the
rulers, which was a reason why Bangabandhu thought it
necessary to serve a warning in his speech.
'Remember, the enemy has infiltrated our ranks. They will
cause trouble amongst us and indulge in looting and arson.' It
was after he pronounced these words that he went on to
address all the people of the country as his brothers, making it
clear that the task of protecting one another rested squarely on
them and telling them, 'No bad aspersion should be cast on us.'
Bangabandhu was a democratic and secular political leader. It
is a reputation which he validated on every occasion. However,
without being influenced by western concepts of the idea, he
made clear his vision of what he envisaged as secularism.
Comprehending the religiosity of his people, he believed that
Hindus, Muslims, Christians and Buddhists would be able to
pursue their faiths without fear and in the fullness of security in
Bangladesh.
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Throughout his political
career, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman
pursued
a
non-communal attitude in
the positions he adopted at
various stages of his career.
His secular politics was to be
seen in his days as a student.
He moved from Calcutta to
Dhaka in 1947. In Calcutta
he was a student of Islamia
College and studied law at
Calcutta University. On
returning to Dhaka, he took
admission in law classes at
Dhaka University and soon
found himself involved in
the struggle of its fourth
class employees for their
rights. It was under his
leadership that even before
the formation of the Awami
League,
the
Muslim
Students' League took shape
in Fazlul Haq Muslim Hall
in 1948. Subsequently, in
1956 the term 'Muslim' was
dropped from the name of
the organization. In order to
provide
economic
and
political security to the

Between 21 and 23
October 1955, it was
decided that
henceforth the name
of the party would
be East Pakistan
Awami League
through dropping
the term 'Muslim'. It
was indeed a
historic and bold
decision considering
the circumstances
which then
prevailed in
Pakistan. It opened
the doors of the
party to all classes of
people irrespective
of their religious
beliefs.
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people, he played a significant role in the formation of the
Awami Muslim League, truly a voice of protest against the
vested interests represented by the Muslim League under the
leadership of Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani in 1949.
At a later stage, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy associated
himself with the new party.
It may be noted here that against the background of the
Language Movement of 1952, the Awami League, Krishak
Sramik Party, Nezam-e-Islam and Ganotantri Dal formed a
United Front, which routed the Muslim League at the
provincial assembly elections of East Bengal in 1954. The
electoral triumph was significant in that it introduced the
concept of secularism in the politics of East Pakistan. As a result
of this transformation, a three-day council meeting of the
Awami Muslim League took place under its young general
secretary Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Between 21 and 23 October
1955, it was decided that henceforth the name of the party
would be East Pakistan Awami League through dropping the
term 'Muslim'. It was indeed a historic and bold decision
considering the circumstances which then prevailed in
Pakistan. It opened the doors of the party to all classes of
people irrespective of their religious beliefs. The decision saw a
popular political leader such as Phani Bhushan Majumdar join
the party. Also joining the party was Troilakyanth Maharaj.
Turning the party into a secular organization saw its roots
being dug deep among the people of East Bengal. And in this
process of secularization the most significant role was played
by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
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It was a reason why, in his 7th March address, Bangabandhu
upheld the spirit of secularism. It was a warning that no one
should take advantage of the situation to fan the flames of
communalism in the country.Writer: Ajoy Roy
Writer: Dr. Ajoy Roy
Retired professor, Department of Physics, Dhaka University
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Ò

Bear in mind, employees of radio and television,
if radio does not heed our words,
then no Bengali will go to the radio station.
If television does not relay our news,
no Bengali will go to television

Ó

AAMS Arefin Siddique

A free press is not a privilege but an organic necessity

It has

--- Walter Lippmann

and uphold in a huge way the spirit of national liberation
movements. The industrial revolution in Europe in the 18th
century strengthened the concept of the nation-state. In much
the same way, the media, with its inherent strength, strategy
and characteristics, promoted the idea of nationalistic
movements. That is a reason why Benedict Anderson, in his
deliberations on nationalism, termed the nation as an 'Imagined
Community'. Taking Anderson's statement as a central idea,
Louis Crammer has said:
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'New cultural narratives in newspapers and novels, all created
the possibility of a new form of imagined community, which in
its basic morphology set the stage for the modern nation.'
Fundamentally, the cultural nationalistic movement of the
Bengali nation commenced through the language movement,
which in effect began in 1948. An integral aspect of a nation is
language, which bonds the people forming that nation into a
wholesome entity. It is language which unifies a nation through
ensuring links that bind one person to another. The mass media,
especially radio and television, complement such realities
through ensuring a closer linkage between those who form a
nation, basically by emphasizing the cultural affinities between
them. It is, therefore, understandable that the Pakistani ruling
classes would make a target of the Bengali media to undermine
the cause of Bengali nationalism as it extended its reach among
the people of this land.
Bangabandhu was especially aware of the role the media would
play in the dissemination of Bengali nationalism, as he
promoted it through his movement for the rights of the people,
a role that would arouse the latent aspirations of the Bengali
nation for self-expression. Having spent his adult life suffering
through imprisonment and struggle, keeping his pulse on
popular aspirations, Bangabandhu appreciated the powerful
role the media could play in carrying the message of
nationalism forward. His links with the media was what he had
witnessed while growing up in a politically conscious family
since his boyhood and all the way to his adulthood. His reading
of newspapers was noteworthy. As he writes in Unfinished
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Memoirs, 'My father used to
keep
newspapers
…
Anandabazar,
Basumoti,
Azad, monthly Mohammadi
and Saugat. I used to read
those newspapers from my
childhood.' It would be a
lasting relationship that
Bangabandhu
would
nurture with the media.
When under the editorship
of Abul Mansur Ahmed,
Huseyn
Shaheed
Suhrawardy published the
Daily Ittehad, Bangabandhu
worked as the Faridpur
correspondent
of
the
newspaper. In later years, he
did all he could to
popularize and uphold the
Daily Ittefaq right from its
inception in matters of its
publication and circulation.
At a particular period when
the Ittefaq was banned, on
his
own
initiative
Bangabandhu had a weekly,
Notun Din, published.

Bangabandhu was
especially aware of
the role the media
would play in the
dissemination of
Bengali nationalism,
as he promoted it
through his
movement for the
rights of the people,
a role that would
arouse the latent
aspirations of the
Bengali nation for
self-expression.

In other words, having been
involved in politics for 40
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years and being associated with journalism in a central role and
in a personal capacity, Bangabandhu attained practical
experience in the field. On the other hand, he also witnessed the
mortal wounds and even death of journalism which came
through the ferocity of ruling circles not ready to acknowledge
the truth propagated by the media. It was thus that in his
struggle for national freedom, Bangabandhu was a strong voice
in defence of a free press.
It is for such a reason that the question of the media found
space in Bangabandhu's historic 7th March speech. The speech
was essentially a roadmap to the coming struggle for
independence. In the speech, he gave a clarion call for
emancipation and independence. At the initial stage of his
speech, he expounded on the history of exploitation and
deprivation the Bengali nation had gone through for years in
the moves it had made for self-expression. It was the sad saga
of 23 years that he held forth before the nation in his address.
He dwelt on the history of repression, on the background to the
Six Points movement, the Mass Upsurge forcing the removal of
Ayub Khan in 1969, on the weapons purchased with the
resources of Bengal, and yet the Bengalis being killed with
those very weapons. As Bangabandhu put it, whenever we
tried to ascend to power, they swooped upon us to frustrate our
ambitions.
'We are the majority population of Pakistan. Whenever we
Bengalis have tried to go to power, they have pounced on us.'
In the speech, Bangabandhu prepared the nation for the
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upcoming war of national
independence
through
letting us know that if one
more bullet was fired, we
should be ready for the
ultimate
moment
by
turning our homes into
fortresses
and
have
whatever we possessed in
hand for the coming battle.
He called for 'sangram
parishads' (action councils)
to be formed under the
leadership of the Awami
League.
Bangabandhu's speech of
7th March can rightly be
termed as the Magna Carta
of the Bengali nation, for in
it he spelt out the form,
nature and outline of the
forthcoming
war
for
freedom.
In
all
the
negativism
that
characterized the times, the
speech was marked by
clarity of thinking and
expression all through the
19 minutes Bangabandhu

Bangabandhu was
aware of the fact that
the Pakistani ruling
classes would do all
in their power to
prevent people from
listening to his
speech. Since the
media at the time
was often
responsible for
expressing opinions
that went against the
aspirations of the
Bengalis, he was
suspicious of their
intent.
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spent in his discourse. It was reminiscent of the Gettysburg
Address by America's 16th President Abraham Lincoln and yet
it was more articulate and more energizing a peroration than
Lincoln’s.
Bangabandhu was aware of the fact that the Pakistani ruling
classes would do all in their power to prevent people from
listening to his speech. Since the media at the time was often
responsible for expressing opinions that went against the
aspirations of the Bengalis, he was suspicious of their intent.
That was the reason why he made it clear in the course of his
speech that while working for radio and television, if the
Bengalis employed there saw them not heeding the people's
demands during the non-cooperation movement, they should
boycott the two institutions.
Bangabandhu had always felt that the role of the mass media
was to articulate the aspirations of the people. That was
certainly a reason why, during his address before the Pakistan
constituent assembly on 3 February 1956, Bangabandhu had
laid stress on the importance of its role. He made it clear that
provisions should be there in the constitution guaranteeing
freedom of action for the media of the country. Addressing the
Deputy Speaker of the Constituent Assembly, Bangabandhu
had stated:
"You say that freedom of expression means freedom of the
press. Do you know how in East Bengal the editors are called
and it is said to them, 'You cannot write this, you cannot write
that.' They cannot even write facts, Sir. I can prove it. The
government of East Bengal writes or a clerk writes it …"
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Bangabandhu went on to present his logical arguments for
media freedom in East Pakistan, concluding his presentation
thus: "We want that freedom of the press should be guaranteed
specifically."
Following the partition of British India, Bangabandhu found
himself in a situation where his telephones were tapped and his
mails read by the censors. He also saw how the people of East
Bengal were being subjected to discrimination and exploitation.
He was also witness to how the media, acting as puppets to the
Pakistani ruling classes, presented in negative light such
Bengali democratic movements as the Language Movement,
students' struggles, democratic urge for elections, Six-Point
movement, et cetera. It was with such a background in mind
that Bangabandhu envisaged the coming armed struggle for
liberation and would have the country know through the free
working of radio and television of the difficulties and the
inevitabilities which lay ahead. We could go back to his
remarks made in the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan in 1956:
"…It should be laid down that the press will have freedom, the
press will have the liberty to write their mind and mobilize
public opinion."
It was this same spirit that underlined his speech on 7th March.
His conception of freedom of the press resonated with the ideas
of Thomas Jefferson, whose belief in the freedom of the press
was unequivocal:
"The press is the best instrument for enlightening the mind of a
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man, and improving him as
a rational, moral and social
being."

The exploitation Bengalis
were subjected to for more
than two decades by the
Pakistani ruling classes was
keenly felt by Bangabandhu
as he moved along the
trajectory of his political
career. That was why he felt
on 7th March that the
message of deliverance
from such corrupt rule
needed to be disseminated
to the nation through the
media. If the media did not
cooperate, the next step
would be for the nation to
boycott the media. He was
not willing to let the
pro-Pakistan
media
undermine the national
cause. His address was a
reminder of what Malcolm
X once stated about the role
of the media:

The exploitation
Bengalis were
subjected to for more
than two decades by
the Pakistani ruling
classes was keenly
felt by Bangabandhu
as he moved along
the trajectory of his
political career. That
was why he felt, on
7th March, that the
message of
deliverance from such
corrupt rule needed to
be disseminated to
the nation through the
media.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics

140

"The media is the most powerful entity on earth. They have the
power to make the innocent guilty and to make the guilty
innocent, and that is power. Because they control the mind of
the masses. If you are not careful, the newspaper will have you
hating the people who are being oppressed, and loving the
people who are doing the oppressing."
Bangabandhu's directives on the role of the media took
concrete shape on 23 March 1971 when, on a day that was
observed as Pakistan Day, the employees of television
boycotted the playing of the Pakistan national anthem and a
display of its flag. However, on 24 March, the television station
went back under the control of the Pakistani junta. Once Dhaka
Radio passed under the control of the martial law authorities on
26 March, the employees of Chittagong Radio brought its
operations to a halt. Subsequently, Shwadhin Bangla Betar
from Kalurghat and later from Ramgarh in the border region,
and eventually from Calcutta, carried the message of the
Bengali struggle for freedom to the country and to the rest of
the world.
The 7th March speech was a proper reflection of ideas that had
earlier been articulated by illustrious figures. Bangabandhu
gave those ideas a fresh new dimension through his emphasis
on what his people should do if radio and television did not
play their proper role. It was a speech which was a de facto
declaration of independence on his part, the message was to
guide us through the War of Liberation. In the 1990s, Benedict
Anderson and others emphasized the role of the media in social
and political life. But it was in the 1960s and 1970s that
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Bangabandhu stressed the immense contribution a free media
could make in moulding public perceptions toward positive
change.
Writer: Dr. AAMS Arefin Siddique
Former Vice Chancellor, Dhaka University
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Ò Be prepared with
whatever you have…Ó
Kamal Chowdhury

Three words --- Bangladesh, Bangabandhu, independence

--- are now intricately linked with one another. One cannot be
separated from another. Any attempt to do so would leave the
history of Bengalis divided, even broken, and therefore
incomplete. Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is the
source of Bengalis' courage, the root of their power, their
liberator. It was his bold, clarion call that awakened people on
the banks of the Padma, Meghna and Jamuna, indeed, all over
this region he sought to free its people from foreign
domination. In his heart swelled emotions akin to the gigantic
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waves of the Bay of Bengal, the sounds of which led to the
disintegration of the fortress of the occupation Pakistani forces.
We have been raised on the sacred soil of Bengal holding aloft
the blood-stained banner of freedom.
In 1971, the reputed journal Newsweek labelled Bangabadhu as
the “Poet of Politics”. This term is all-encompassing, for it raises
the question of the circumstances in which a political leader
rises to the level of a poet. Associated with this term is politics;
in a similar way it is ideas such as “nationhood” in its expansive
form, movement and struggle that add substance to the term.
When a leader transcends the role of the nation's spokesperson
personifying the aspirations and dreams of a nation, he becomes
its poet, articulating its emotions in the language of political
poetry. Bangabandhu built dreams for his people and raised
those dreams to the immensity of the sea. In a lifetime of
struggle, he turned those dreams into an epic urge for liberty.
Through his struggle for the attainment of the rights of the
people he turned into a heroic figure. As Professor
Anisuzzaman has written, "He felt the depths of his Bengali
roots. Sometimes through force of habit, sometimes through a
gentle nurturing of emotions, he had his thoughts encompass
the political landscape. It was in a similar manner that he
inspired his countrymen. Out of his love for his people and
country, he wove dreams that he endeavoured, along with his
people, to translate into reality. Huge was the response he had
to his call to his people. It is a truth we have all been witness to.
The force of the call that came in 1969, in 1970 and in 1971 were
powerful enough to inspire a nation into turning itself into a
wave at the call of its leader and will remain etched on the pages
of history" (Anisuzzaman in 'Banglar Manush Bangabandhu).
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The 7th March speech of
Bangabandhu is an epic
narrative delivered by the
poet laureate of politics. On
that day, the nation found
its poet, its leader, and its
own symbol. The sheer
energy in the speech, the
power of conviction in it, all
these
defined
those
moments of politics resting
on the foundations of great
poetry. In that address
Bangabandhu wove various
strands of history --- of
exploitation, of thwarted
ambitions, of repression,
and of sustained and
relentless struggle. And
then came the call for
freedom. Rare are instances
of such speeches in the
annals of history. Rare is the
instance of an entire nation
being inspired into a
struggle for freedom by
such
a
leader
as
Bangabandhu.
Much
reflection has gone around
the speech. Many more
analyses will be done on the

When a leader
transcends the role
of the nation's
spokesperson
personifying the
aspirations and
dreams of a nation,
he becomes its poet,
articulating its
emotions in the
language of political
poetry.
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subject in the future. At this time, before people around the
world, this speech has gained a niche of its own. There is
nothing ambivalent about the speech, for it abounds in clarity.
It was the speech through which Bangabandhu gave certain
directives to the nation. He was aware that freedom would not
be achieved without a war and therefore it was a people's war
he envisaged. The nation was without weapons, but its biggest
weapon was its rocklike unity. There was no alternative to
united resistance to the enemy by the people.
Tens of thousands of people crowded the Race Course on the
day. In their hands were staffs; on their heads were red
bandanas. All around were etched the slogans, 'Your
destination and mine --- Padma, Meghna, Jamuna'; 'My leader
and yours --- Sheikh Mujib'. An entire Bengali nation waited for
directives from its leader. These came from Bangabandhu --- to
resist the enemy with whatever was at hand. Bangabandhu
also exhorted the people: that they should turn every home into
a fortress. He prepared them for the eventuality of his not being
in a position to give them directives in the future but made it
clear that it was his call that for the sake of life, indeed for
survival, they should close off all roads and pathways to
prevent the enemy from encroaching on the land.
There was clarity in Bangabandhu's pronouncements. There
was no question in him about the coming struggle as he asked
his people to prepare for it. In the speech it was the
determination of the Bengali, habituated as he or she was to
eating rice and fish that manifested itself. As he put it, 'We will
deprive them of food, we will drown them in the water.'
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And that is precisely what happened. It was his concluding
statement that was the climax of the speech: 'This time the
struggle is the struggle for our emancipation; this time the
struggle is the struggle for independence.'
Bangabandhu was physically not around during the War of
Independence as he had been whisked away to imprisonment
in Pakistan. And yet he was the inspiration for a whole nation
which waged a war for freedom in his name, with him as the
symbol of liberation. At the Muzaffar Ahmed Chowdhury
Memorial Lectures organized by Dhaka University in 1980, the
reputed political scientist Professor Abdur Razzaque lectured
on, 'Bangladesh: State of the Nation'. In the speech, he stated,
'During the period between 25 March 1971 and 10 January 1972,
when Bangabandhu was absent, it was a war between two
unequal forces that was waged. It was Bangabandhu and only
Bangabandhu who was the sole symbol for his nation in that
war, the central theme in that struggle.
It was the call of this heroic man, this symbol of liberty that led
Bengalis into waging a sustained, determined war for freedom
against the enemy. It was his people who upheld the cause he
had promoted over a lifetime of dedication. Bengalis could not
be suppressed anymore in their desire for liberty. The
occupying Pakistani forces would ultimately bite the dust
before the might of the Bengali nation.
Writer: Dr Kamal Chowdhury
Former Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister of Bangladesh
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Ò Since we have given blood,

we will give more blood…
we will emancipate the people
of this country, God willing

Ó

Abed Khan

Jacob F. Field has brought out a compilation of forty

famous speeches delivered by forty men of prominence, dating
back to 50 BC and coming down to modern times. These
speeches shook up the times in which they were delivered and
were instrumental in changing the lives of the people who
inhabited those times. The orations that have been covered in
Field's book include those of such leaders as Pericles,
Alexander, Hannibal, Julius Caesar, Saladin, Napoleon,
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Garibaldi, Abraham Lincoln, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, Adolf
Hitler, Churchill, Mao, Roosevelt, Stalin, Ho Chi Minh, among
others. And in the compilation has been included the immortal
address delivered on 7th March 1971 by the greatest Bengali of
all times, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. This speech
of his has achieved acclaim on a global scale because within it is
encapsulated the history of his people, the story of their
exploitation through the ages, and the epic nature of the
struggle they have consistently had to put up against those who
sought to undermine their aspirations. In the speech has been
articulated a nation's desire for freedom and its willingness to
make sacrifices to that end. The methodology by which a war
for independence was to be waged by this nation has been spelt
out without ambiguity in the speech. The resolve of a nation
has been voiced in the powerful voice of its undisputed leader.
In his work, 'We Shall Fight On The Beaches', Jacob F. Field has
demonstrated through an inclusion of Bangabandhu's 7th
March speech all those characteristics of politics and aspects of
national ambition so necessary for a nation to rediscover itself
through coming together in the great enterprise of reaching its
goal of freedom. Field surveyed three thousand years of history
and out of them chose the best in terms of inspirational
speeches that have transformed the destinies of nations.
Bangabandhu's speech has been included in the work because
it was delivered at a time when the majority population of a
country was engaged in combating the evil and the abnormal
elements that defined the politics of a coterie determined to
undermine the aspirations of the majority. It was a time when
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people had severed their
links, from the perspective
of the soul, with that state. It
was in those moments that
an undisputed leader, in a
speech lasting no more than
nineteen minutes, sent out a
message to his people and to
the world that a nation had
come of age and that it was
ready to assert its right to
self-determination. It was
sheer poetry which defined
the
political
message
encompassed in the speech.
It was an address in which
were planted the certain
seeds of independence for
the Bengali nation, the hope
of a free republic soon to be
born. For the first time in
thousands of years, the
destination for the nation
was pointed out by its
leader.
Jacob Field laid particular
stress on a particular aspect
of the 7th March speech --'Remember, once we have
shed our blood, we will not

This speech of his
has achieved acclaim
on a global scale
because within it is
encapsulated the
history of his people,
the story of their
exploitation through
the ages, and the
epic nature of the
struggle they have
consistently had to
put up against those
who sought to
undermine their
aspirations.
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hesitate to shed more. But we will free the people of this
country Insha'Allah.' We have heard Bangabandhu articulate
this resolve in his inimitable way. What was there in that
defining statement that is so special? 'When we have given
blood' --- a phrase which throws up a picture of the long
struggle put up by Bengalis in defence of their rights. Carefully
has the narrative of the many times the Bengali has had to
sacrifice himself in order to attain his rights been articulated.
It was a speech, delivered in all the logic and emotion that it
called forth, which not only would instill courage and hope in
the hearts of all Bengalis but also transform the map of the
globe. In the club of nations rose a new nation-state through a
determined struggle for economic emancipation and political
sovereignty.
Writer: Abed Khan
Editor, Dainik Jagoron
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Ò The struggle this time is the struggle
for our emancipation.
The struggle this time is the struggle
for independence

Ó

S.A. Malek

Bangabandhu's

7th March speech is a defining
address in the political history of the world in relation to the
objective of attaining freedom. From the perspective of
emotion, diction, vocabulary and reality, it was an
extraordinary and unparalleled speech. The lines quoted above
occur at the very end of the speech, which fundamentally held
out the overall theme of people's emancipation as
Bangabandhu conceived it to be.
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On that day at Suhrawardy Udyan, these concluding lines in
Bangabandhu's address lit a spark among the people,
convincing them that freedom was on the way and electrifying
them with the energy that could only propel them towards
achieving their objective of liberation. The entire area
reverberated with slogans of 'Joi Bangla' and 'Joi
Bangabandhu'. In the sentence quoted above, Bangabandhu
spoke first of emancipation and then of independence. It was
his goal to free people from the exploitation and repression to
which they had been subjected to by Pakistani colonialism. By
emancipation he meant a deliverance of the nation in the
political, social and cultural sense. He comprehended the truth
that if Bengalis were to be freed of Pakistani colonialism, the
only way open to them would be to go for independence. It was
the laughter, tears, and sadness of his people that consistently
moved Bangabandhu. And therefore it was his objective to
bring about sovereignty for them.
The dreams which Bangabandhu wove around the idea of
independence for the people of Bangladesh had caused him to
spend as much as a decade and a half in incarceration. He had
to struggle for a period of 23 years against the exploitation and
colonialism of the state of Pakistan. It was his leadership and
his role in the forefront of all the struggles waged in defence of
his people all the way from 1948 and right up to the War of
Liberation in 1971 that was paramount. In order to strengthen
the demand for autonomy, he came forth with his Six Points. It
was the Six Points which energized the people of Bengal in
their struggle for self-expression in Pakistan and brought them
together in steely unity. The Six Points and the Eleven Points
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were to lead to the success of
the Mass Upsurge of 1969,
resulting in the fall of Ayub
Khan and the rise to power
by Yahya Khan. It was after
the Mass Upsurge that
Bangabandhu
compelled
Yahya Khan to call general
elections in the country.
As part of Bangabandhu's
movement for democracy,
the Awami League took part
in the general election of
December 1970 under his
leadership. The verdict at
the polling booths was clear:
the people had delivered a
mandate for the Six Points.
It was a reason why,
immediately
after
the
election,
Bangabandhu
pressed upon the ruling
classes the need for a
constitution to be enacted on
the basis of the Six Points.
As for the Pakistani ruling
circles, they attempted to
have
Bangabandhu
de-emphasise his Six Points

In the sentence
quoted above,
Bangabandhu spoke
first of emancipation
and then of
independence. It
was his goal to free
people from the
exploitation and
repression to which
they had been
subjected to by
Pakistani
colonialism. By
emancipation he
meant a deliverance
of the nation in the
political, social and
cultural sense. He
comprehended the
truth that if Bengalis
were to be freed of
Pakistani
colonialism, the only
way open to them
would be to go for
independence.
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by tempting him with the office of the country's prime minister.
Bangabandhu's response was categorical: he did not want that
position. It was the rights of the people of the country that he
wanted to be asserted. Naturally, such determination on his
part led to the ruling classes initiating a process of conspiracy.
They postponed indefinitely the National Assembly session
earlier called for March 3, 1971. That was followed by the
dispatch of military forces from West Pakistan. Bangabandhu
was fully aware of the conspiracy that was being hatched. It
was then that he resolved to strengthen the people's movement
for democracy, a movement that went on for 25 days. This was
an unprecedented movement in the history of the world. Here
was a political leader who based his struggle on the collective
strength and unity of his people, who had been elected by them
to his exalted position and was bringing all that energy into his
programme of resistance against the ruling classes. It would be
well to recall that in those 25 days, Pakistan did not exist in
Bangladesh. All across the land the flags of a nascent
Bangladesh fluttered on rooftops as a powerful sign of support
for Bangabandhu and his political programme. The taste of
freedom was beginning to be felt by Bengalis. It was through
that movement that Bangabandhu made it clear that the
Pakistani ruling circles and Pakistan's central government no
more had any right to rule East Bengal. By not letting the
National Assembly convene in session, the ruling circles had
only hastened the process of independence for the Bengali
nation. It was only a matter of time before the nation would
achieve freedom. It was thus that before the nation could
achieve independence, its elected leader was already exercising
the powers of a politician governing a sovereign state. Today,
those who have been propagating the falsehood for four
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decades that Zia had declared
Bangladesh's
independence
need to answer the question of
whether
Bangabandhu's
7
March address was not in itself a
declaration of independence for
the country.
The oration by Bangabandhu on
7th March was to all intents and
purposes the declaration of
Bangladesh's independence. The
declaration of independence
that Bangabandhu made prior to
his arrest in the hourly hours of
26 March has been incorporated
in the country's constitution. He
did not rest content with
declaiming, 'The struggle this
time is the struggle for our
emancipation; the struggle this
time is the struggle for
independence.'
Within
his
speech were spelt out the
directives along which the
country would conduct its war
for freedom. What is surprising
is the thought that despite being
a civilian leader, Bangabandhu
was able to map out a strategy
for the coming guerrilla war his

This was an
unprecedented
movement in the
history of the world.
Here was a political
leader who based his
struggle on the
collective strength
and unity of his
people, who had
been elected by them
to his exalted
position and was
bringing all that
energy into his
programme of
resistance against
the ruling classes.
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people would need to wage in order to free the country of the
colonial power. He had instructed his people that they would
need to resist the enemy with whatever they had in their
possession. At the same time, he had instructed his people to be
ready to make supreme sacrifices in the coming war.
It was Bangabandhu's directive that the occupation forces be
uprooted from the land in order to have Bangladesh emerge as
an independent nation. He spelt out everything that would be
necessary to keep the army confined to the cantonment. It was at
his directives that all river, road and other routes were shut off.
He ordered a stop to supplies of ammunition to the
cantonments. Even the Bengali cooks of the soldiers in the
cantonments were instructed to stop preparing meals for them.
The speech of 7th March was a clear, detailed outline of how a
nation, long suppressed, could go forth and free itself of alien
occupation. The slogan of Joi Bangla had shaken the citadels of
the occupying power. If Bangabandhu's call for emancipation
and independence was a call to a definitive struggle, it ended on
the triumphant note of Joi Bangla.
Writer: Dr. S.A. Malek
Member, Awami League Advisory Council
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Ò Joi BanglaÓ
Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury

There

are many who believe that “Joi Bangla” is a slogan
related only to our War of Liberation. But Joi Bangla is much
more than our battlefield song. It lies at the core of our struggle
for freedom. Just as Bankim Chandra's slogan 'Bande Mataram'
once brought the Bengali Hindu community together in the rise
of patriotism, Joi Bangla united Bengalis of all classes and faiths
in a yearning for liberty. Though 'Bande Mataram' was a slogan
advocating freedom for India, it was unable to reach all sections
of the population because of its communal nature. In contrast,
Joi Bangla was not limited to any communal sphere but
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embraced all Bengalis and inspired them in the call and urge for
freedom.
Joi Bangla began as a slogan. It was again Joi Bangla through the
appeal of which the freedom fighters of the country made
supreme sacrifices in the war for national independence.
Moreover, when freedom was eventually achieved, it was Joi
Bangla which reverberated throughout the land as the people
celebrated the arrival of independence. On 7th March 1971,
Bangabandhu concluded his historic speech at the Race Course
by raising the slogan of Joi Bangla. In response, the huge crowd
responded in unison with Joi Bangla.
Comparisons have been made of Bangabandhu's address with
the Gettysburg Address delivered by US President Abraham
Lincoln. Through his brief speech, Lincoln inspired the rise of a
united America after a devastating civil war in the country. On
the other hand, Bangabandhu's speech enabled the rise of a
nation made conscious of its place in history, one that was
sketching its place in the comity of nations. The name of this
nation was Bangladesh.
The ethos of the Bengali nation is the slogan Joi Bangla. It is not
a partisan or party slogan. Nor is it a short-lived slogan. It is a
call that had an entire nation come together in unity, a
thunderous reawakening of a people. Armed with this slogan,
the Bengali nation confronted its enemies time and again and
defeated their machinations. That was a reason why, after the
tragedy of August 1975, the enemies of independence cheerfully
went into the sordid business of erasing Joi Bangla. They
wanted to airbrush Bangabandhu's name out of history. They
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attempted to have the nation
forget the noble principles
upon which it went to war.
But none of that was
possible. Two terms have
symbolized the spirit of the
Bengali nation in its history.
One is Bangabandhu, while
the other is Joi Bangla. Just
as Lincoln's Gettysburg
Address has kept America
unified for two hundred
years, in the same way
Bangabandhu's 7th March
address has served as a
unifying force for the
independence
and
sovereign status of the
Bengali
nation.
Bangabandhu's
name
cannot, therefore, be wiped
out from the history of
Bangladesh. Similarly, the
slogan of Joi Bangla and its
appeal cannot be erased
from the political and
historical consciousness of
the Bengali nation despite
the strenuous efforts of the
nation's
enemies
to
substitute 'zindabad' for Joi

Though 'Bande
Mataram' was a
slogan advocating
freedom for India, it
was unable to reach
all sections of the
population because
of its communal
nature. In contrast,
Joi Bangla was not
limited to any
communal sphere
but embraced all
Bengalis and
inspired them in the
call and urge for
freedom.
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Bangla. The massive rallies organized at Shahbagh to demand
the trial of the war criminals of 1971 reverberated with the Joi
Bangla slogan, bringing the nation together in an assertion of
its fundamental principles.
Joi Bangla is not simply a slogan. It is testimony to our secular
existence as a nation, our underpinning of politics. This slogan
has been dipped in the blood of tens of thousands of martyrs. In
it we reflect on the tragic experience of thousands of our
women who were subjected to abuse by the enemy. It is a song,
a slogan of our victory in the War of Liberation. Today, Joi
Bangla is our weapon against fanaticism and religious
militancy. It is a slogan which is the legacy of the Father of the
Nation. It is our defence against all conspiracies that may
attempt to mar our journey into the future.
Writer: Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury
Literary figure and reputed columnist
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Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman:
A Sketch of His Life
1920-1975
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Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman:
A Sketch of His Life

1920
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is born on 17 March, 1920 in a
respectable family of Tongipara, a village in what was then
Faridpur district’s Gopalganj’s subdivision. Not far from the
village is the famous Madhumati River. Once, steamers would
ply on the river; one could even travel to Kolkata in them. His
father Sheikh Lutfar Rahman works as a record-keeper in
Gopalganj’s magistracy. His mother’s name is Sayera Khatun.
1927
His formal schooling begins at Gimadanga Primary School.
1929
He is admitted to Class Three of Gopalganj’s Public School
(Sitanath Academy).
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1933
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman marriage to his paternal cousin,
Fazilatunnesa (Renu) is entered in the marriage registry. She is
three years old at that time.
1934
Sheikh Mujib’s father takes his son to Madaripur, his place of
work. Mujib is admitted to the 4th grade of Madaripur’s
Islamia High School. But illness brings his studies to a halt
temporarily.
1937
His father takes him along to Gopalganj where he will admit
Mujib to the 5th grade of Gopalganj Mission High School.
Mujib is elected General Secretary of the Muslim Welfare
Society. Through this organization fistfuls of donated rice are
collected and then handed over to poor students to help them
out. He excels in soccer and becomes part of the Bratachari
movement.
1938
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Begum Fazilatunnesa’s wedding
ceremony takes place.
On 16 January Bengal’s Chief Minister A.K. Fazlul Huq and
Commerce and Village Development Minister Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy come to Gopalganj on a visit. By pointing
out to them how the roof of the school was leaking, and the
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problems being faced by students in its residential hostel to
the visiting dignitaries, the young Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is
able to attract the attention of everyone present. His brigade
plays a leading role in the Shechashebok (Voluntary) group
formed for the reception of Fazlul Huq and Suhrawardy. This
leads to a conflict with local Congress men. Instigated by
them, trumped up charges are brought against him, and he
has to go to jail for the first time in his life.
1940
He joins the All-India Muslim Student Federation. He is
elected a councilor of the Bengal Muslim Student League
Council for a year. He is also elected Secretary of the
Gopalganj Subdistrict Muslim League’s Defense Committee.
The poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, Humayan Kabir, Ibrahim Khan
and other celebrities are invited to the Faridpur Student
League Conference. Despite Section 144 being imposed, the
proceedings of the conference end successfully in Humayan
Kabir’s house.
1942
After passing his Entrance examination from Gopalganj
Mission School he goes to Kolkata and is admitted to the
Intermediate in Arts (I.A.) programme of the city’s Islamia
College (now the Moulana Abul Kalam Azad College)
Department of Arts. It is while staying in Kolkata’s Baker
Hostel that he becomes involved with Muslim League politics
and comes close to Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy. He now
enters a much greater political space. He also becomes
increasingly popular with students.
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Accompanied by a large group of party workers, he joins the
Provincial Muslim League Conference being held in Pabna.
1943
In this year of the Great Bengal famine (1350 BS), with a band
of Muslim League youth workers and other volunteers from
the youth wings of Congress, the Forward Block and the
Communist Party, he joins in projects undertaken to tackle the
famine. He takes charge of a poorhouse set up for the relief of
those affected by the famine in Kolkata. He also takes part in
relief work in Gopalganj.
He becomes a member of the Provincial Muslim League
Council. He travels to Delhi to take part in the All India
Muslim League Conference. He visits Delhi’s Red Fort,
Dewan-e-Aam, Dewan-e-Khas, Kutub Minar and the shrine of
Nizammuddin Aulia.
1944
Prominent leaders of the Muslim League, including Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrwardy, Abul Hashem, Tamizzuddin Khan and
Khwaja Shahabuddin arrive for the party conference being
held in Gopalganj. He is elected Secretary of the Reception
Committee formed on the occasion by the Gopalganj Muslim
League. He is also elected Secretary of the “Faridpur District
Association” for people of the district living in Kolkata.
He passes his intermediate examination from Islamia College.
In December he joins the annual conference of Bengal Muslim
League’s yearly conference held in Kushtia and leads the
progressive wing of the party.
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1946
At Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s call, Sheikh Mujib, along with
other student workers, joins the All– India Muslim League
Central and Provincial Assembly Representatives’ Convention
being held in Delhi (On 7-9 April). During this trip, he visits
Ajmer Sharif, the Tajmahal, Agra Fort, Red Fort, Fatehpur
Sikri and Secundra.
He is elected the General Secretary of the Islamia College
Student Council unanimously. He is also elected General
Secretary of the Golpalganj Sub-division Muslim League. He
plays a leading role in a Muslim League campaign being
conducted and visits Khulna, Jessore and Barisal districts, as
well as Faridpur, for this purpose. He begins to take an active
role in the Pakistani movement.
On 16 August, when the Muslim League organizes “Direct
Action Day”, a violent situation ensues. He plays a leading
role in tackling the situation. He is by the side of people
affected by the riots in Kolkata and Bihar. He works
whole-heartedly to provide assistance to refuges and
Mohajirs.
1947
He graduated from Islamia College with a B.A degree. Among
the subjects he had taken were History and Political Science.
After the Mountbatten plan is announced on 3 June, he
participates in a closed door meeting held in Islamia College’s
Siraj Ud-Dowlah Hall to organize student and youth workers.
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In the Muslim League victory after the referendum held in
Sylhet on 6-7 July, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his brigade of
workers make a noteworthy contribution.
After the partition of India in 1947 Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
leaves Kolkata and goes to Dhaka, the capital of East Bengal.
He gets admitted to the Law Department of University of
Dhaka.
The Pakistan, that is to say, East Pakistan, phase of
Bangabandhu’s political career begins in 150 Moghultulli’s
“Party House”. He becomes a member of the Reception
Committee at a workers’ meet in Dhaka on 6-7 September
where the Democratic Youth League is formed on the basis of
the “Five Points”. It is through this organization that
progressive and resistance movements become part of the
political culture on this country.
1948
He leaves the Muslim League, opposing the anti-people role of
the government. On 4 January he takes a lead role in
establishing the East Pakistan Student League. He is elected a
member of its Acting Central Organizational Committee.
When on 23 February, Prime Minister Khwaja Nazimuddin
declares that Urdu should be the only state language, a storm
of protest blows over the country and the Language
Movement begins. On 2 March, an All-Party State Language
Council is formed. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is in the front-row
of the leaders of the movement. On 11 March, he is arrested in
front of the Secretariat while taking part in a protest strike.
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In the wake of a compromise arrived at in negotiations
between the State Language Council and the Khwaja
Nazimuddin government, he is released on 15 March. On 16
March, he presides over the meeting of the All-Party State
Language Council held at the Amtala venue of the University
of Dhaka.
On 21 March, when, in his speech at a public gathering and in
his convocation address of Dhaka University at the Curzon
Hall Mohammad Ali Jinnah declares ‘Urdu shall be the state
language of Pakistan,’ he protests against the declaration
vehemently.
On 19 May, he leads a movement on behalf of the Dhaka
University Fourth Class Employees. On 11 September he is
rearrested.
1949
On 8 January, Sheikh Mujib takes part in the “Repression
Resistance Day” programmes and speaks on the occasion. He
goes to Dinajpur to demand release of student leaders who are
being imprisoned without any trial, something happening all
over the country. The District Administration orders his
expulsion within 48 hours from the district, along with the
other protesters.
Mujib is released from prison on 21 January. He supports the
strike called by Fourth Class employees of Dhaka University.
Because he refuses to pay the fine imposed on him, he is
expelled from the university. His student life is terminated
thus and he will not be able to graduate from his programme.
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On 19 April he is arrested when he is taking part in a strike in
front of the Vice-Chancellor’s residence.
From 29 April, 1949 to 27 February 1952, he is sent to prison
several times on charges leveled against him for this or that
reason. Despite poor health, he continues to play an active
political role at this time.
On 23 June, the East Pakistan Awami Muslim League is
formed under the leadership of Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is made its Joint Secretary,
although he is in prison at this time. He is released on 27 July.
Because of the government’s “cordon” policy, “dawal”
(sharecroppers) farmers of Faridpur, Comilla and Dhaka
districts are prevented from returning to their homes with
their shares after harvesting due to restrictions imposed on
them. He leads a resistance movement to protect the rights of
the dawals. When he instigates another movement against the
acute food crises in the country that occurs in September, he is
imprisoned for a few days once again.
At the end of October, he and Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani and other representatives are imprisoned for a few
more days for charges levelled against them for trying to meet
Liaquat Ali Khan.
1950
When Liaquat Ali Khan visits Dhaka on the 1st of January, the
Awami League brings out a “Hunger March” and organizes a
resistance movement against misrule. Because Sheikh Mujib is
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so vocal on the issue of the state language, he is arrested on 11
March. He is going to be confined to prison for two years at a
stretch this time.
1951
The intelligence agency meets Sheikh Mujibur Rahman while
imprisoned in Khulna jail on 21 February.
1952
With the Language Movement in view, Sheikh Mujib is
arrested on 14 February. He continues to give directives to his
friends and followers to continue the struggle from Dhaka jail.
Along with Mohiuddin Ahmed, he goes on a “Hunger Strike”
in prison on 16 February. After his health deteriorates because
he is striking thus, he is first transferred from Dhaka Jail to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital. But noting how he is
continuing to influence the student bodies from where he is,
the administration transfers him to Faridpur Jail on 18
February. He is released from prison on 27 February after his
condition worsens abnormally because of the prolonged
hunger strike he has been observing.
Sheikh Mujib takes an active part in the All Party State
Resistance Committee’s meeting held at the Dhaka Bar
Association. The meeting unanimously accepts Sheikh Mujib’s
proposal to hold a referendum on the demand to make
Bengali a state language.
On 28 April he takes over the position of the Acting General
Secretary of the East Pakistan Awami League. On 12 May he
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meets the Governor of East Bengal and hands over a
memorandum to him.
On 21 May Sheikh Mujib travels to Karachi along with some
other Awami League and Muslim League leaders to meet the
Prime Minister of Pakistan and to discuss the holding of
elections in East Bengal.
From 2-12 October Sheikh Mujib is in China as a member of
the Pakistani delegation to attend the Peace Conference of the
Asian and Pacific Region’s being held in Peking. He delivers
his speech in Bengali on the occasion. He resolves to build up
his own country in the light of the administrative system and
the impressions he gets of life in the newly liberated People’s
Republic of China.
1953
On 5 July Sheikh Mujib is elected General Secretary of the
party in the East Pakistan Awami League’s Council session. In
the special council held by all opposition parties in
Mymensingh on 14 November, the proposal to set up a United
Front is approved.
1954
He becomes a member of the East Bengal Provincial Assembly
form Gopalganj’s Tongipara, winning by a wide margin of
votes in the elections held this year. He becomes Minister for
Agricultural Credit, Cooperative and Rural Development in
the United Front Government led by Sher-e-Bangla Fazlul Huq
on 15 May.
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On 30 May, the Pakistani Central Government invokes Section
92 and dissolves the Provincial Ministry and replaces it with
“Governor’s Rule”. Sheikh Mujib is arrested on that day. He is
given a rousing reception on 21 December. After he returns to
Dhaka, he proceeds to Karachi to meet Suhrawardy.
1955
He returns to Dhaka on 5 January. Along with other leaders,
Sheikh Mujib attends a meeting of the All Party State
Language Committee held in the Awami League office on 27
January.
On June 5, Sheikh Mujib is elected a member of the National
Assembly. In a public meeting organized by the Awami
League at Paltan Maidan on 17 June, a 21-point manifesto
demanding autonomy for East Pakistan is presented. On June
23rd the Executive Committee of the Awami League adopts a
resolution stating that failure to give East Pakistan autonomy
would make its members resign from the Legislative
Assembly.
In a speech delivered on 25 August in Karachi at the Pakistani
Legislative Assembly, he raises the issue of why “East Bengal”
should be replaced by “East Pakistan”. The demand to
establish “Bangla” as a state language is raised in the speech
he delivers on the occasion. In his speech Bangabandhu says:
“Sir, you will see that they want to place the word ‘East
Pakistan’ instead of ‘East Bengal’. We have demanded again
and again that you should use “Bengal” instead of “Pakistan”.
The word ‘Bengal’ has a history, has a tradition of its own.
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You can change it only after the people have been consulted. If
you want to change it, then we have to go back to Bengal and
ask them whether they will accept it or not. So far as the
question of the One-Unit is concerned, it can come in the
constitution. Why do you want it to be taken up just now?
What about the state language, Bengali? What about a joint
electorate? What about autonomy? The people of East Bengal
will be prepared to consider One-Unit with all these things. So,
I appeal to my friends on that side to allow the people to give
their verdict in any way, either in the form of a referendum or a
plebiscite”.
On October 1, while speaking at the National Assembly Sheikh
Mujib criticizes the consequences of the limitless power of the
Governor General and Section 92 (a) severely.
In a council meet of the Awami Muslim League held on 21
October, the party drops the word “Muslim” from its name so
that it became non-communal; Bangabandhu is reelected the
General Secretary of the party.
1956
On February 3, Awami League leaders meet the Chief Minister
and demand that the issue of regional autonomy be included in
the draft constitution. On 28 February, he delivers a speech in
the National Assembly on increasing the number of seats set
aside in the assembly for women.
In a meeting of the Awami League held on 14 July, a resolution
is adopted opposing any representation of the Armed Forces in
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the administration. This resolution is tabled by Bangabandhu.
On 4 September Bangabandhu leads a “Hunger” procession
that violates Section 144 while demanding food supplies for
people. When police fires on the procession in Chawk Bazar, 3
people are killed. On 16 September, Bangabandhu is given the
responsibility of the Ministries of Industry, Commerce, Labor,
Anti-Corruption and Village Aid.
1957
In line with the party’s resolution, Bangabandhu resigns on 30
May from the ministry so that he can devote himself to
reorganizing the organization to make it more effective. From
24 June to 13 July he visits China on an official invitation.
1958
On 7 October, Pakistan’s President Major General Iskander
Mirza and its army chief President Ayub Khan promulgates
martial law, banning all political activities in the country. On 12
October, Bangabandhu is arrested; one after another false law
suits are filed to put pressure on him then. At this time, he is
jailed for fourteen months at a stretch and then freed, only to be
arrested once again at the jail gate.
1959
In Order # 959-HS issued on 17 December, all political activities
are banned. Sheikh Mujib is released from Dhaka Central Jail,
subject to 5 conditions.
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1960
He begins to work behind the scenes to direct the movement
opposing Ayub Khan and military rule. It is at this time that
Bangabandhu establishes a student organization called the
“Independent Bangla Revolutionary Committee” consisting of
specially chosen student leaders. He forms a nucleus cell of the
organization in every district and sub-district of the country.
1962
Bangabandhu is arrested on 6 February under the Public
Security Act. He is released on June 2, when after four years
Martial Law comes to an end. On 25 June, Bangabandhu and
other national leaders issue a statement opposing Ayub
Khan’s “Basic Democracy”. On July 5 Bangabandhu subjects
the Ayub Khan regime to severe criticism in a speech
delivered at Paltan Maidan. On June 24 Bangabandhu goes to
Lahore. Here the opposition parties form an umbrella
organization called the National Democratic Front under the
leadership of Shaheed Suhrawardy. In October Bangabandhu
tours the whole of East Bengal with him to mobilize public
opinion on behalf of the Democratic Front.
1963
Bangabandhu goes to London to consult Shaheed Suhrawardy
when the latter is in London for medical treatment. On
December 5, Suhrawardy passes away in Beirut.
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1964
The activities of the Awami League are revived after a meeting
held at the Awami League Council Meeting on January 25. A
resolution is adopted in this meeting to set up a government
elected through parliamentary elections in accordance with the
just demands of the people of the country. In the meeting
Moulana Abdur Rashid Torkobagish is elected President and
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman General Secretary of
the party. On 11 March an All-Party Resistance Council is
formed under Bangabandhu’s leadership.
‘A Riot Resistance Committee’ consisting of 99 members is
formed under the leadership of Bangabandhu with a view to
preventing communal riots. While taking away the Hindus to
safer place at Wari in Dhaka Sheikh Mujib faces the rioters. At
the initiative of the committee, a “Call” prepared on 16 January
as ‘East Pakistan! Get Ready to Resist’ is published in the
newspapers
After the cessation of the riots, Bangabandhu takes appropriate
steps to initiate a unified movement to oppose Ayub Khan’s
governance. However, 14 days before the presidential election
is held Bangabandhu is arrested.
1965
A case is filed against Sheikh Mujibur Rahman for treason and
for being behind statements that are deemed offensive by the
government. He is sentenced to one year’s imprisonment. He is
subsequently release from Dhaka Central Jail at the directive of
the High Court. On 20 July he travels to Karachi to discuss the
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political situation of the country with leaders of the
All-Pakistan Awami League.
1966
In a national conference organized by the opposition in Lahore
on February 5, Bangabandhu present the historic 6 point
demands. These 6 points amount to a manifesto of
independence of the Bengali people of Pakistan. The 6 points
demand is officially approved in a meeting of the Working
Committee of the Awami League held in Dhaka.
Bangabandhu is elected the President of the Awami League on
1 March. To mobilize public opinion in favor of the 6 point
demands, Bangabandhu launches a campaign that takes him
all across the province. At this time, he is arrested repeatedly
in Sylhet, Mymensingh and Dhaka. In this year he is arrested
eight times in three months. On 8 May, when he has just
ended delivering a speech to jute mill workers in Narayanganj
he is arrested yet again. On June 7, a province-wide general
strike is observed, demanding release of Bangabandhu and
other interned leaders. When police fires on workers in Dhaka,
Narayanganj and Tongi Industrial Area, 11 workers, including
Monu Mia, are killed.
1968
On January 3, the Agartala Conspiracy case is filed in which
Bangabandhu is made the principal accused. Charges are
bought against him and 35 Bengali soldiers, officers and C.S.P
officers for conspiring to break up Pakistan as traitors in the
“State vs Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and others”; this is also
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known as the Agartala Conspiracy Case. On 18 January he is
released from prison, only to be arrested in front of the jail
gate. He is then incarcerated in Dhaka cantonment. The whole
country now breaks out in protest to demand the release of all
the accused in the Agartala case, including Bangabandhu,
from confinement.
On June 19, the proceedings of the Agartala Conspiracy Case
begin under right security to indict all the accused.
1969
On January a Central Students’ Revolutionary Council is
formed to implement the 6 Point Demands and the 11 Point
Demands. The Central Students’ Resistance Council launches
a province-wide students’ movement seeking the withdrawal
of the Agartala Conspiracy Case and Bangabandhu’s release
from confinement. This is soon transformed into a people’s
movement. Later, when the agitation continues in defiance of
Section 144 and curfews, the police and the East Pakistan
Rifles assault the masses. This leads to many people being
killed and/ or injured. The movement now turns to mass
agitation against the government. The Ayub Khan
government then calls for a round table meeting on February
1. When it then offers to release Bangabandhu from prison on
parole, he turns down the offer. In the face of continued mass
agitation, the central government is forced to withdraw the
Agartala Conspiracy Case on 22 February; it subsequently
releases Bangabandhu and other leaders from captivity. On
February 23, the Central Students’ Council organizes a
reception for Bangabandhu in Race Course (Suhrawardy
Udyan). The almost 10 lac students and members of the public
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who turn out for the event formally confers the title of
“Bangabandhu” or “Friend of the People” to Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman then. In the speech Bangabandhu delivers in Race
Course he announces his full support for the 11–Point
Demands of the students.
On 10 March, Bangabandhu joins the Round Table Meeting
convened at Rawalpindi by Ayub Khan. He raises Awami
League’s 6 Points and the Student Federation’s 11-Point
Demands at the meeting and declares, “If mass agitation is to
be ended, there can be no alternative to regional autonomy
granted on the basis of the 6 and 11 points.” When the ruling
class of Pakistan and its politicians continue to ignore the
demands made by Bangabandhu, he withdraws himself from
the Round Table Conference on the 13th of March and returns
to Dhaka on the 14th of the month. On the 25th of March,
Ayub Khan is forced out of power in a military coup and
Martial Law is promulgated. General Yahya Khan then takes
over the reins of power. On the 25th of October Bangabandhu
goes to London on a three weeklong organizational tour.
On the 5th of December, the death anniversary of Shaheed
Suhrawardy, Bangabandhu formally renames East Bengal as
‘Bangladesh’ in a meeting of the Awami League. He says,
“At one time attempts were made to erase forever from the
pages of the map and the heart of this land the name ‘Bangla’.
Except for the Bay of Bengal, the word could not be found in
any usage of anything that had to do with the country…. On
behalf of the people of Bangladesh I now declare that eastern
province of the country will no longer be called ‘East
Pakistan’; from henceforth it will be known as ‘Bangladesh’.
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1970
On 6 January, Bangabandhu is re-elected as the President of the
Awami League once more. The Executive Committee of the
Awami League decides in a meeting held on April 1 to take
part in the elections that are to be held that year. In a speech
delivered on June 7 at the Race Course Maidan, he calls on the
people of the country to elect the Awami League to power on
the basis of the 6 points. On 17 October, he chooses the boat as
the electoral symbol of his country. He also launches his
party’s election campaign in Dhaka’s Dholai Khal on that day.
He addresses the nation over radio and television on October
28. In it he calls on his people to elect the candidates nominated
by his party to enable them to implement the 6 point demands.
In a devastating tropical storm that hits the coastal regions of
Bangladesh on 12 November, 10 lac people lose their lives. As a
result, Bangabandhu cancels his election campaign and rushes
to the storm-affected parts of the country. He also decries the
indifference of the Pakistani colonizing regime to the sufferings
of the masses and strongly protests against their inaction. He
urges the international community to provide relief to the
people affected by the storm. In the elections held on 7
December, the Awami League wins by an overwhelming
majority. Of the 169 seats allotted to East Pakistan in the
Pakistan National Assembly, the Awami League manages to
win 167 of them. In the Provincial Assembly elections, it wins
288 of the 300 seats.
1971
In a meeting held in the Race Course Maidan on January 3,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib conducts the oath-taking
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ceremony of the members of the National and Provincial
Assemblies elected from the Awami League. These elected
members of the party pledge themselves to come with a
constitution and work for the masses on the basis of the 6 point
demands. On January 5 Mr. Zulfiquer Ali Bhutto, the leader of
the party that won the majority of the seats in West Pakistan,
declares that he had agreed to form a coalition government at
the centre with Awami League. In a meeting of the elected
members of the National Assembly, Bangabandhu is elected
the leader of the parliamentary party. Mr. Bhutto comes to
Dhaka on 28 January for discussions with Bangabandhu. But
the discussions are terminated after three days of inconclusive
meetings. On 13 February, Yahya Khan convenes the opening
session of the National Assembly in Dhaka on March 3. But on
February 15, Bhutto declares that he would lead a boycott of
the National Assembly meet in Dhaka. He demands instead
that power be handed over to the leaders of the two parties
that had won a majority of the seats in their own provinces.
In a statement issued on 16 February Bangabandhu criticizes
Bhutto’s demands strongly. He says: “Mr. Bhutto’s claims are
totally unwarranted. Power must devolve only to the Awami
League which is the party that has won the overall majority.
Power is now to be handed over to the people of East Bengal
since they have the right to it”.
On March 1, when Yahya Khan declares that the meeting of
the National Assembly would be postponed for an indefinite
period, the whole of East Pakistan breaks out in stormy
protest. Under the leadership of Bangabandhu, the Awami
League’s Executive Committee meeting resolves that on March
3 a country-wide hartal would be observed. After the general
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics

183

strike is held on that day, Bangabandhu urges the President to
devolve power to the winner of the national elections
immediately.
To the sea of people that has assembled at the Race Course
Maidan on 7 March, Bangabandhu makes the following
declaration “This struggle is the struggle for freedom; this
struggle is the struggle for independence; Victory to Bengali!”
In this historic speech, the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu,
calls upon the masses to break the shackles that had been
imposed on them and asserts: “Build a fort in every home.
With whatever you have, you must confront the enemy….
Since blood has been shed already, more blood would have to
be shed. But the end, by the grace of God, will be the freedom
of the people of the country.”
He urges everyone to be ready to build up the maximum level
of resistance possible against the enemy. He exhorts all to join
the noncooperation movement to be launched against the
government of Yahya Khan. The people of East Pakistan
follow his directives. In offices, courts, banks, insurance
companies, industries, vehicular traffic, schools and colleges,
everyone would do what he would direct them to do. The
kind of noncooperation movement that is launched at
Bangabandhu directives and the unprecedented support the
people of East Pakistan give to it is historically quite unique.
In effect, from March 7 to 25, Bangabandhu leads the country
as if it was an independent nation. On 16 March Mujib and
Yahya meet to discuss the issue of the handing over of power.
Bhutto comes to Dhaka to join in the discussions. Mujib,
Yahya and Bhutto continue their meetings till March 24. But
the talks collapse on March 25. That evening Yahya leaves the
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country. On the night of the 25th, the Pakistani Army launces a
bloody assault on unarmed and innocent Bengalis. It attacks
the University of Dhaka, the headquarters of the Rifles
Regiment in Peelkhana, and the Police Headquarter in
Rajarbag.
At 12:20 a.m. on the 26th of March, Bangabandhu issues the
declaration of the independence of Bangladesh:
“This may be my last message; from today Bangladesh is free! I
call upon the people of Bangladesh, whatever you might be,
and with whatever you have, to resist the army of occupation
to the last. Your fight must go on until the last soldier of the
Pakistan occupation army is expelled from the soil of
Bangladesh and final victory is achieved”.
This declaration is transmitted throughout Bangladesh via
wireless, telephone and telegrams. In addition, Bangabandhu
sends the following message in Bengali as well:
“The Pakistani army has launched a sudden assault on the
Peelkhana E.P.R base; it has attacked the Rajarbagh Police
Lines; a battle is now raging in the streets of the city. I appeal
to the nations of the world to help us. Our freedom fighters are
combating the enemy heroically to liberate their motherland. It
is my appeal to you to combat them till the last drop of your
blood has been shed to liberate Bangladesh. I appeal to all the
members of the Police, the East Pakistan Rifles, the soldiers of
the Bengal Regiment and Ansars to join us in our efforts. There
can be no question of compromise. We will win for sure. Drive
out the last enemy soldier from our holy motherland.
Communicated this message to all Awami League leaders and
workers and to all the patriotic and beloved people of the
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country. Let God bless your efforts. Joi Bangla-Victory to
Bengal!”
Bangabandhu’s message is transmitted under special
arrangements that very instant to all parts of the country.
Along with people from all walks of life, Bengali jawans and
officers build up resistance in Chittagong, Comilla and Jessore
cantonments. Pakistani army soldiers arrest Bangabandhu
from his Dhanmondi Rd 32 house at 1:30 am. They take him to
Dhaka cantonment; three days later he is taken under captivity
to [West] Pakistan.
In a speech that he gives on 26 March, General Yahya Khan
bans the Awami League, characterizing Bangabandhu as a
traitor in it.
On 26 March, M.A. Hannan, a leader of the Chittagong Awami
League, reads Bangabandhu’s declaration of independence on
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra (“The Radio Station of
Independent Bangladesh”). On 10 April, a revolutionary
government that has Bangabandhu as its President is formed.
On the 17th of that month, the members of the Bangladesh
government take their oaths in Meherpur’s Boidnathtola
(Mujibnagar). Bangabandhu is elected its President, Syed
Nazrul Islam its Acting Vice President and Tajuddin Ahmed
its Prime Minister. After the successful conclusion of the
liberation war conducted by the Bangladesh government in
exile, on 16 December the Pakistani Army soldiers surrender
their arms in the historic Ramna Race Course Maidan.
Bangladesh has now achieved independence. But in
September, Bangabandhu is tried secretly in a Pakistani jail
Feisalabad (Lyallpur) for treason and is handed the death
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sentence after being pronounced a traitor. Various countries
and freedom-loving people of the world, however, demand
that his life be secured in prison. On the 27th of December, the
Bangladesh government insists that he be set free
unconditionally as the father of the nation and as its President.
India, the Soviet Union and various countries and
international agencies also call upon the Pakistani government
to free Bangabandhu since he is now the President of an
independent country. He is the founder of Bangladesh.
Pakistan, therefore, has no right to confine him any longer. By
that time, many countries have already recognized
Bangladesh.
1972
Because of the pressure applied on Pakistan internationally,
the Pakistani administration is compelled to free Bangabandhu
on 8 January. Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto meets him afterwards.
Bangabandhu is taken to London that very day. On 9 January
he meets the British Prime Minister, Edward Heath. En route
to Dhaka, he has a stopover in Delhi. The President of India, V.
V. Giri, and its Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, welcome
Bangabandhu there.
When the father of the nation, Bangabandhu, reaches Dhaka
on 10 January, he is given a memorable welcome. He goes
directly from the airport to Race Course Maidan where he
addresses the nation and delivers a tear-filled speech on the
occasion to its citizens. He takes over the responsibilities of the
Prime Minister on 12th of the month. He goes to India on
February 6 at the invitation of the government of the country.
In a huge public reception held in Kolkata’s Gorer Math that is
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jointly organized by Kolkata Municipal Corporation and the
Press Club, he expresses his immense gratitude to the Indian
government and its people. In the Gorer Math event, Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi also delivers a speech. The University
of Dhaka withdraws the 1949 expulsion order it issued on him
in 1949 at around this time. He goes on a tour to the Soviet
Union on 28 February. At Bangabandhu’s request, the Indian
Allied Forces leave Bangladesh by March 12.
On May 1 Bangabandhu declares salary increases for 3rd and
4th class government employees. On 30 July Bangabandhu has
to undergo an operation in London to have his gall bladder
removed. After recovering from surgery, he goes to Geneva.
He is awarded the Julio Curie Prize on October by the World
Peace Council. On 4 November he announces that the date in
which the first general elections of Bangladesh would be held
on 7 March 1973. He gives his signature so that the first
constitution of Bangladesh could be approved on 14
December. He declares that the government would give
awards to the freedom fighters of the country on 15 December.
On 16 December, the first constitution of Bangladesh goes into
effect.
The administrative system is restructured. Steps are taken to
implement the constitution; one crore people are rehabilitated.
Measures are taken to develop the transport, communications
sector and the education system. From now on students
studying in schools from the primary to the secondary level
are to be supplied with books at nominal prices. All
anti-Islamic practices such as drinking, gambling and horse
racing are banned. The Islamic Foundation is established while
the Madrassa Board is restructured. 40,000 schools, including
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11,000 which were offering primary education, are now taken
over by the government. Steps are taken to rehabilitate women
raped during the Liberation War by the Pakistani Army men.
A Freedom Fighter’s Welfare Trust is established for those
who had taken part in the liberation struggle. Land tax for
holdings that are less than 25 bighas in size is withdrawn.
Agricultural implements are now to be distributed amongst
farmers at reduced or nominal prices. Banks, insurance
companies and 580 industries abandoned by the Pakistanis are
all nationalized. Thousands of workers and staff of such
institutions are thereby rehabilitated. Primary work begins to
establish the Ghorasal Fertilizer Factory and the Ashuganj
Complex; many other new industries are built. Factories that
had been shut down are made operational once again.
Initiatives are taken to adopt a comprehensive and
well-designed plan to build up the economic infrastructure of
the country to take it steadily forward in order to make
Bangladesh a prosperous country. To gain recognition from
quite a few countries in a very short time is a special
achievement of Bangabandhu’s government.
1973
In the National Assembly elections held that year the Awami
League wins 293 of the 300 seats contested. On September 3,
the Awami League the C.P.B, and N.A.P form a united front.
On 6 September, Bangabandhu goes to Algeria to take part in
the Nonaligned Nations Summit. On 17 October he sets out on
a tour that will take him to Japan.
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1974
Bangladesh is given official recognition by Pakistan on
February 22. Bangabandhu leaves for Pakistan to join the
Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) meet on February 23.
On September 17, Bangladesh becomes a member of the
United Nations. On 25 September, he addresses the U.N.
General Assembly, where for the first time, a speech is
delivered in Bengali.
1975
On January 25, a Presidential system of government is
introduced and Bangabandhu takes over as the President of
Bangladesh. On 24 February the Bangladesh Farmers, Workers
Awami League (BAKSAL) – a party comprising all the parties
of the country- is formed. Bangabandhu calls upon all political
parties and their leaders to join this national party. He has
perceived by then that it is necessary to reduce dependence on
foreign aid and make Bangladesh self-sufficient in every
possible way. To attain this goals, he feels that it has become
necessary to restructure economic policy and establish the
economy on a new footing. He feels that a second revolution
will be essential to make independence meaningful and to
provide the masses with food, clothing, housing, health
supplies, education and employment. To do what is needed,
steps are to be taken to weed out corruption from the country,
increase production in the agricultural and industrial sectors,
control population growth, and consolidate national unity.
With the objective of establishing these goals as quickly as
possible, he builds a common front on June 6, where all
political parties, professionals and intellectuals would be able
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib’s 7th March Speech: Epic of Politics

190

to come together, which he names the Bangladesh Farmers
Workers Party. Bangabandhu is elected Chairman of this party.
Bangabandhu gets an overwhelming response to his appeal for
unity so that the goal of economic freedom that he has in view
could be realized. Within a very short time, there are signs of
improvement in the economic condition of the country.
Productive activities increase. Smuggling comes to an end. The
price of goods comes down till it is within reach of the buying
capacity of ordinary people.
The people of the country begin to reunite on the path towards
development with renewed hopes and enthusiasm so that the
fruits of independence could reach everyone’s doorsteps. But
humankind is not destined to enjoy peace and happiness
forever!
On the morning of the 15th of August, the architect of
Bangladesh, the greatest Bengali to have been born in
thousands of years, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, is
assassinated by some overambitious officers of Bangladesh
Army in his own house. On that very day, his spouse, Begum
Fazilatunnesa, his eldest son, the valiant freedom fighter, Lt.
Sheikh Kamal, his younger son Lt. Sheikh Jamal, and the
youngest of his three sons, Sheikh Russel, his two
daughters-in-law, Sultana Kamal and Rosy Jamal, his brother
Sheikh Naser, his brother-in-law and the Minister of
Agriculture, Abdur Rob Serniabat, and his daughter Baby
Serniabat, his nephew, also a journalist, Sheikh Fazlul Haq
Moni, and his pregnant wife Arzu Moni, Bangabandhu’s
Military Secretary, Col. Jamil Ahmed, and the 4 year old youth
Sukanto, the 14 year old youth Abdul Naeem Khan Rintu – in
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all 18 people – are slain by the assailants.
After Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is martyred on 15
August 1975, martial law is enforced throughout the country.
Democracy is destroyed and the fundamental rights of citizens
are snatched away. Coups and conspiracies become the norm.
Citizens are deprived of basic rights – including the right to
vote and have their entitlements for survival.
The world over there are laws to try murderers, but to protect
the assailants from being brought to justice, the self-confessed
killers for the father of the Bangladeshi nation, an Indemnity
Ordinance is passed on September 26. General Ziaur Rahman
usurps power illegally by declaring martial law and through
the fifth amendment has the nefarious Indemnity Ordinance
tagged on to the constitution of Bangladesh. This is a
despicable law that destroys the sanctity of the constitution by
being tacked on it. The murderers are rewarded by being
given overseas postings in various embassies of the country.
On June 23, 1996 an Awami League government under the
leadership of Bangabandhu’s daughter Sheikh Hasina is
formed in Bangladesh. A deposition is filed in Dhanmondi
Police Station on October 2 for justice so that the assailants of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and his family
members could be brought to justice. On November 12 the
Indemnity Ordinance is cancelled. On 1 March 1997
proceedings begins in the trial at the court of the Dhaka
District and Sessions Court. On 8 November 1998 the District
and Sessions Judge Kazi Ghulam Rasul delivers a 76-page
verdict in which he sentences 15 of the accused to death. On
November 14, 2000 a split decision is given when the two
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Haque, pass conflicting judgements. Afterwards, a third
judge, Md. Fazlul Karim, pronounces a verdict where he gives
a final verdict sentencing 12 of the accused to death.
Subsequently, 5 of the accused file a “Leave to Appeal” suit
with Appellate Division. From 2002-2006 the BNP-Jannat
coalition government excludes the case from the list of cases to
be acted upon. In 2007 a bench is formed to resume
proceedings in the case. After 29 days of hearing and on 19
November, 2009, five judges, including the Chief Justice,
dismiss the appeal and uphold the deaths sentence of the 12
who had been found guilty. On January 2, 2010 the Appellate
Division file a Review Petition lodged by the accused. After
three days of hearing by four judges, the review petition is
rejected. After midnight on January 28, death sentences are
carried out to execute 5 assailants. On more them die while
fugitive abroad, while six are still absconding and outside the
country. But the demand for punishment for the cold-blooded
murders had been met 24 years later.
August 15 is a day stained in sin for the nation. This day is
observed by the Bengali nation now as National Mourning
Day.
(Source: New China 1952 , Dhaka: Bangla Academy, January 2021)
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Legend of the Bengali
Nation in Still-photography

Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
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Bangabandhu climbing up a ladder to the podium to deliver his
historic 7th March Speech amid recurrent slogans raised by the
people present at the mammoth rally at Suhrawardi Uddayan
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Processions of millions of freedom-loving people assembled at
Ramna on that day
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“A poem will be recited, what an enthusiastic throng of people
thinking 'when will the poet come? ''When will the poet come?”
- Nirmalendu Goon
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'At the end of numerous struggle of millions of years, the poet stands on the podium of the
people, walking confidently like Rabndranath.”- Nirmalendu Goon
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Bangabandhu before the millions of excited, ardent rebellious listeners
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is among his people with the promise of building an independent
and sovereign Bangladesh

Bangabandhu informs his people of an inevitable turn in history
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The fiery voice of Bangabandhu stirring the human sea
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman makes a clarion call for the liberation struggle, standing
amidst a human sea at the Race Course Maidan

The people of Bengal are ready to struggle with whatever
they have
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The great poet of politics narrating his memorable epic
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The people of this delta are aroused in 1971 by Bangabandhu's
fiery voice and raised index-finger
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Bangabandhu's style of delivery, his emotions, anger, resentment and sadness
come together

'Who can resist his fiery voice? The poet recites his enduring
poem, stirring the masses from his podium.’ -Nirmalendu Goon
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Boldly, confidently and animatedly, Bangabandhu gives directives
to the freedom-loving people of Bangla by raising his finger
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Bangabandhu becomes the voice of the Bengali nation possessing
the dream, emotions and expectation of his people
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Rashid Talukdar, Golam Maola, Mozammel Hossain, Quamrul Huda and other photographers
Photography Collection: Sheikh Muhammad Suman
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